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30TH Concress, Ist Session. 


apply to the collection of agricultural statistics. 
He referred to the report from the Patent Office, 
made at this session, as more valuable, and less 
burdened with trash, than the reports which had 
preceded it. 

Mr. DICKINSON referred to the exploration of 
the Dead Sea which was in progress, stating that 
it was undertaken by the officers of a provision 
ship which our Government had found it necessary 
to station in the Mediterranean, who had obtained 
jeave of absence for the purpose of visiting that 
interesting part of the country. 

Mr. BUTLER said he should vote against all 
these schemes. 

Mr. WESTCOTT said he was in favor of col- 
jecting statistics, but he was opposed to the publi- 
cation of books. He did not like book-farming, 
having never found that farmers who farmed from 
books were good for anything. 

Mr. DOWNS thought this effort at retrench- 
ment was beginning at the wrong end: it was com- 
mencing with stopping the only book in which the 
people took any interest. We take a different view 
of this subject from that taken by the people, who 
complain more loudly of our long speeches, which 
keep us in session eight months out of twelve, than 
of the appropriation of a little money for the pub- 
lication of useful works. Our system is founded 
on the principle that the people must have light. 

Mr. NILES regarded this business of protecting 
agricu'ture as not belonging to the legitimate duties 
of Government, in its legislative action: it belongs 
to the people and the States. If it does belong to 
Government, we are too inoperative: we ought to 
have a proper bureau and competent professors. 
He remarked on the imperfection of everything 
done by Congress in the way of collecting statis- 





tics, and thought we had better stop short. But if 
we were to go on with the system of enlightening 
the country, it would be as well to publish those 
valuable primary books which are useful for edu- 
cation, and are eagerly sought after throughout the 
whole country, by parents and teachers. _ 

The question was divided; and the question was 
first taken on the part relating to the agricultural 
statistics, by yeas and nays, and decided as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Bell, Benton, Bradbury, But- 
ler, Calhoun, Dickinson, Dix, Hale, Hunter, King, Lewis, 
Mason, Metealfe, Niles, Turney, and Yulee—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bor- 
land, Clarke, Clayton, Corwir, Davis of Massachusetts, 
Dayton, Dodge, Douglas, Downs, Feich, Fitzgerald, Foote, 
Greene, Hannegan, Houstgn, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson 
of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, Mangum, Miller, Phelps, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, 
Walker, and Westcott—33. 





" The question was then taken on the second 
branch of the amendment, which was agreed to. 


An amendment appropriating the sum of fifteen 
hundred dollars for the purchase of scientific works 


for the Patent Office, and of three hundred dollars | 


for the librarian, payable out of the Patent Office 
fund, was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out the re- 
duction of five hundred dollars in the salary of the 
First Comptroller. 

Mr. ATHERTON briefly defended the amend- 
ment, on the ground that the present moment, 
when the duties were more arduous than usual, 
was most inappropriate for a reduction of salaries. 

Mr. BADGER also defended the amendment. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out the re- 
duction of five hundred dollars from the salary of 
the Second Comptroller; which was agreed to. 


The next amendment, inserting siz instead of 
three additional clerks in the office of the Second 
Comptroller, was agreed to. 

All the other amendments, striking out the re- 
ductions of salaries introduced by the House of 
Representatives, were agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


At one o’clock, the Senate, on motion of Mr. |; 


RUSK, proceeded to the consideration of Execu- 
tive business; and the doors remained closed until 
vear three o’clock, when they were reopened. 
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~ MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 1848. 


The following business took place in the Senate 
after the galleries were cleared, and before the 
Senate Chamber doors were shut: 

The joint resolution from the House appointing 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


a joint committee of three from each House to de- | 


vise some mode for the reporting of the proceed- 
ings and debates of the two Houses of Congress 
was taken up and adopted, and Messrs. Benton, 


Rusk, and Ciayron, were appointed on the part of 


the Senate. 
The joint resolution of the House of Represent- 


atives giving the thanks of Congress to the officers, | 


sailors, and marines of the United States navy, for 
their efficient codperation and services in the late 


war with Mexico, was considered in Committee || 


of the Whole, and after having been read a third 


time, the question being on its passage— 
Mr. HALE demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and the vote stood as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Bell, 
Borland, Bradbury, Butler, Clarke, Clayton, Dayton, Dickin- 
son, Dix, Douglas, Downs, Fitzgerald, Greene, Houston, 
Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, King, 
Lewis, Mangum, Mason, Metcalfe, Miller, Niles, Rusk, Se- 
bastian, Spruance, Turney, Underwood, Upham, Walker, 
Westertt. and Vulee—37. 

NAY—Mr. Hale—l. 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Military Af- | 


fairs, reported a joint resolution granting to the 
Jackson Monument Association the cannon taken 


by General Jackson in hiscampaigns, for the con- | 


struction of his monument. 
the Senate immediate action on the resolution, 


| which was yielded, and the resolution passed. 


Mr. WESTCOTT, on the eve of adjournment 
this evening, was indulged, through the courtesy 
of the presiding officer, in introducing, out of time, 
a bill to cede the Everglades of Florida to that 
State; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


After the doors were reopened— 


Mr. D. pressed on | 


T THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES, 
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table two Executive messages which had been 
received prior to this one, besides many bills from 
the Senate. Was it the pleasure of the House now 
to dispose of them? 

Mr. STEPHENS wanted to know what this 
last message contained ? 

Mr. BURT explained that it related to the num- 
ber of Indians in Oregon and other Territories, &c., 
and the requisite military force that would in con- 
sequence be required to be retained when the army 
should be reduced. 

Mr. STEPHENS said he had no olgjection that 
this message should be taken up and considered; 
but if the motion was understood to include the 
peace message, he should object. 

The SPEAKER replied that it did not; and he 
then laid before the House the following message: 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

Tn answer to the resolution of the House of Representa- 


| tives of the 17th instant, requesting the President “ to com- 


*‘municate (if notinconsistent with the public interest) copies 


| of all instructions given to the Hon. Ambrose H. Sevier and 
| ‘Nathan Clifford. commissioners appointed to conduct ne- 


* gotiations for the ratification of the treaty lately concluded 
‘between the United States and the Republic of Mexico,” [ 
have to state that in my opinion it would be “ inconsistent 
with the public interest” to give publicity to these instrue- 
tions atthe presenttime. Lavail myself of this occasion to 


| observe, that as a general rule, applicable to all our import- 


ant negotiations with foreign Powers, it could not fail to be 
prejudicial to the public interest to publish the instructions to 
our ministers until some time had elapsed after the conclu- 
sion of such negotiations. In the present case, the object 
of the mission of our commissioners to Mexico has been ac- 
complished. The treaty, as amended by the Senate of the 
United States, has been ratified, the ratifications have been 
exchanged, and the treaty has been proclaimed as the su- 
preme taw of the land. No contingeney occurred which 
made it either necessary or proper for our commissioners 


| to enter upon any negotiations with the Mexican Govern- 


cation of the treaty in its amended form. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the || 


| amendments to the civil and diplomatic appropria- 


tion bill, when all the amendments of the commit- || 
tee were agreed to, with the exception of the | 


ed . ; | 
following items, which were passed by as likely | War, containing the information called for by the resolution 


to meet with opposition: 

The proviso relating to a captain of the navy 
being appointed to the Bureau of Provisions and 
Clothing. 

That relating to the appropriation of $50,000 for 
the payment of claims of the Spanish Government 
against the United States. 

That relating to the item of $30,000 for the pur- 
chase of one or more bridges over the Eastern 
Branch, to be made free of toll; and that relating 
to the extension of the appropriation from $65,000 
to $115,000 relating to surveys in Michigan, Wis- 
conain, and Towa, and private claims in Florida. 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, the bill was further 


ment, further than to urge upon that Government the ratifi- 


JAMES K. POLK. 

WasuincTon, July 29, 1848. 

Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER laid also before the House the 
following message: 
To the House of Representatives of the United Stutes : 

1 communicate herewith a report from the Secretary of 


of the House of Representatives of the 17th July, 1848, in 
relation to the number of Indians in Oregon, California, and 


| New Mexico, the number of military posts, the number of 


troops which will be required in each, and “the whole 
military force which should constitute the peace establish- 
ment.” 

I have seen no reason to change the opinion expressed in 
my message to Congress of the 6th July, 1848, transmitting 
the treaty of peace with Mexico, that “ the old army, as it 
‘ existed before the commencement of the war with Mexico, 
‘especially if authority be given to fill up the rank and file 
‘of the several corps to the maximum number authorized 


| *during the war, will be a sufficient force to be retained in 


| service during a period of peace.” 


The old army consists 
of fifteen regiments. By the act of 13th May, 1846, the Pres- 
ident was authorized by voluntary enlistinents to increase 


| the number of privates “in each or any of the companies of 


amended so as to place the assistant Postmaster | 


Generals on the same footing as Auditors of the 
Treasury by increasing their salaries $500 each. 
nati other amendments offered were adopted; 
when— 
On motion of Mr. TURNEY, the Senate ad- 
journed. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnvespar, August 2, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. McCLELLAND obtained the floor, but 
yielded it to— 


Mr. BURT, who observed that a message had | to the President Will not be exereized. 


been received from the President containing in- 


formation called for by the House in regard to the | 


number of Indians, &c. If the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means intended to call 


up the army appropriation bill, it was important, | 


nay almost indispensable, that this message and 
the documents accompanying it should be befars 
the House when they acted on that bill. He would 
therefore propose that by general consent that 


j 


| ‘the present increase shall cense.”’ Cc i 
| in force, the maximum number of the rank and file of the 


‘the existing regiments of dragoons, artillery, and infantry, 
‘to any number not exceeding one hundred,” and to “ re- 
‘duce the same to sixty-four when the exigencies requiring 
Should this act remain 


|| army authorized by it would be over 16,000 men, exclusive 


| of officers. 


Should the authority conferred by this act be 
continued, it would depend on the exigencies of the service 


| whether the number of the rank and file should he increased, 


and if so, to what amount beyond the minimum number of 
sixty-four gsivates to a company. Allowing sixty-four pri- 
vates to a company, the army would be over 10,000 men, 


| exclusive of commissioned and non-commissioned officers, 
| a number which itis believed will be sufficient; but, asa 


precautionary measure, itis deemed expedient that the Ex- 


| eeutive should possess the power of increasing the strength 


| of-the respective corps, should the exigencies of the service 


be such as to require it. Should these exigencies not call 
fur such increase, the discretionary power given by the act 


It will be seen, from the report of the Secretary of War, 
that a portion of the forces will beemployed in Oregon, New 


| Mexico, and Upper California, a portion for the protection 
| of the Texas frontier, adjoining the Mexican possessions, 


I] 


and bordering on the territory occupied by the Indian tribes 
within her limits. After detailing the foree necessary for 
these objects, it is believed a sufficient number of troops 
will remain to afford security and protection to our Indian 
frontier in the west and northwest, and to oceupy, with 
sufficient garrisons, the posts on our northern and Atlantic 
borders. I have no reason at present to believe that any in- 


message should now be taken up, and, with the ac- || crease of the number of regiments or corps will be required 


omnes documents, ordered to be printed. 
The SPEAKER stated that there were upon his 


during a period of peace. JAMES K. POLK. 


\k Wasnixetos, August 1, 1848. 
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Referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 


asdebea... 


communication from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, enclosing a map of the esti- 
mated surface of the Territories of the United 
States, north and west of the regularly organized 


{ 


States of the Union, compiled from Tanner’s large | 


map of North America, and Disturnell’s = of 
Mexico, published in New York in 1847, and on 


which is represented the parallel of 36° 30’ north | 


latitude. 
ving. 


teferred to the Committee on Engra- 


SENATE BILLS, ETC. 
Senate bills of the following titles were taken 


up, read a first and second time, and referred to | 


appropriate committees: ; ; : 

A bill to carry into effect certain provisions in 
the treaties between the United States and China 
and the Ottoman Porte, giving certain judicial 
powers to ministers and consuls of the United 
Statee, in those countries, 

A bill for giving effect to certain treaty stipula- 
tions between this and foreien Governments for 


the apprehension and delivering up of certain of- | - 


fenders. 

A bill to modify the 4th clause of the 7th sec- 
tion of an act entitled * An act to enable the peo- 
pie of Wisconsin Territory to form a consutution 
and State government, and for the admission of 
such State into the Union,’’ approved August 6, 
1846. 

A bill for the better organization of the district 
court of the United States within the State of Lou- 
isiana. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Thomas G. V. Owen, deceased. 

The Senate bill for the relief of Charity Hen- 
nington was read a first and second time, and or- 
dered to be read a third time, and was read a third 
time and passed. 

Subsequently, Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsyl- 
vanin, moved that the vote on the passage of the 
bill be reconsidered; which motion to reconsider 
lies over for the present. 

FLORIDA CLAIMS. 

The Senate bill providing for the obtaining of 
testimony in relation to claims for losses sustained 
in the late Florida war was read twice. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL moved a con- 
currence in the Senate’s amendment to the bill es- 
tablishing a commission for the settlement of claims 
in Florida, and that the bill be put upon its third 
reading. 

Mr. BRODHEAD wanted further explanation 
on the necessity of passing such a bill. He did 
not perceive the neceasity of ernploying a commis- 
sion to settle claims for property destroyed by In- 
dians. 

Mr. POLLOCK said, these claims in Florida 
had been contested; they had been before the Com- 
mittee of Claims, and a majority of such of them as 
were just had already been paid or would be. He 
thought there was no need of a commission to ad- 
judicate them. He would not say that there was 
more in the bill than appeared on its face; but he 
would say that justice did not require the bill to 
pass. He thought it ought to go to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CABELL said that nothing was asked in 
this bill which would commit the Gevernment to 
the payment of any claim for which it was not 

justly liable. There was something peculiar in the 
position of Florida. There were thousands of 


claims which were continually pressed on its repre- | 


sentatives in Congress, many of which were valid, 
while others were of doubtful character. This 
bill provided that a commissioner shall be appoint- 
ed to take testimony by which the claims should 
be tested, but it provided for no definitive action 
in any case. The whole was to be laid before 
Congress. The object was to get rid of the many 
hundreds of petitions which were continually pour- 
ing upon them, and with which they were reluctant 
to trouble the House. They wished that a com- 
missioner should examine into the grounds of the 
several claims, and lay the result before Congress. 
All the testimony was to be taken on oath; and b 

this arrangement all the testimony would be ob- 
tained which was favorable to the United States. 
When claims were disposed of in the usual way, 
all the testimony was ex parte, and all against the 


Government, and in favor of the claimant. But 


| the Indian Commissioner had made a statement in 
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just as much as it was needed in Florida, He 


ge 








BE. 





here an individual would be appointed to attend on I Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, ie a 


the part of the Government, and the facts on both | 
sides would be obtained. 

Mr. POLLOCK said there was already a gen- | 
eral law which covered all cases of claims from 
Indian spoliations: why this special legislation in | 
behalf of Florida claimants above and in prefer- |, 
ence to all others? 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired whether these claims | 
would not have to be passed upon by the House? 

Mr. CABELL replied that they would. They 
were very numerous, and the arrangement pro- | 
posed would be in the result a saving to the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. GIDDINGS was opposed to the bill, as | 
being partial in its character. There was a law | 
now for all these cases of Indian spoliations. | 
They had taken place all along our frontier, and 
there wege claims from other quarters of the Union 
as well as those from Florida. Why should these 
have preference? Partial legislation was not cred- 
itable to any Government. Either the claimants 
on the northwest frontier ought to have the same 
advantage, or neither ought to have it. He ob- 
jected to having the bill put on its passage: it was 
unjust. There had scenes of Indian cruelty taken 
place on the northwest frontier fully as well en- 
titled to sympathy and relief as any that had hap- 
pened in Florida. 

Mr. DICKINSON urged the same objection to 
the bill, as being partial. There were persons in 
Ohio who had suffered in the same way, and 
whose claims were as well entitled to regard. The 
claims in question might be referred to the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CABELL said there seemed to be some | 
misapprehension as to the nature and objects of | 

' 
| 


the bill. No special or partial legislation was 
proposed by itatall. He had no objection that 
every claimant should be required in the outset to 
make oath to the justice of his claim; but while 
they remained as they now did, they formed a 
political element, employed by both Whigs and 
Democrats for electioneering purposes: he was 
desirous that this should be put an end to. The 
Florida claimants would have to make oath before- 
hand to the justice of their claims; if those from 
the gentleman’s district were required to do the 
same, he had no objection they should be put on 
an equal footing. 

Mr. DICKINSON insisted that this bill ought 
to go toacommittee. He referred to a provision 
in the treaty with the Wyandot Indians, in which || 
$20,000 had been allowed to satisfy similar claims |) 
to these: they needed a commission to settle them || 





Affairs. 


| 
moved to refer the bill to the Committee on Indian | 
Mr. BURT, being well satisfied the House had ! 


_no idea of appointing any such agent for claims in || 


the Second Comptroller? 


Florida, Ohio, or elsewhere, moved to lay the bill 
upon the table. 

The motion was promptly carried, the yeas and 
nays being refused. 


Mr. BOWLIN moved to reconsider the vote, and | 
to lay that motion on the table. Agreed to. 


THE CHEROKEE CLAIMS. 


The joint resolution of the Senate authorizing 
the proper accounting officers of the treasury to 
make a just and fair settlement of the claims of the 
Cherokee nation of Indians according to the prin- 
ciples established by the treaty of August, 1846, 
was read a first and second time. 

Mr. FARAN said that we had already a state- 
ment of these accounts from the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs: why order another statement from 
If there was no mistake 
as to the proper construction of the language of 
the treaty, the whole matter might be settled in 
twenty minutes, 

Mr. BURT said that the resolution asked a set- 
tlement of these accounts from the regular account- 
ing officers of the treasury. He was aware that 





regard to them, but we ought to have one from the 
officers of the treasury. The resolution proposed 
no definitive action: and he hoped the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Faran] would not object that the 
House should have all the information it could ob- 
tain upon the subject. 

Mr. FARAN said he had no objection to the res- 
olution, if this was to be a final disposal of the 
matter. 


(Gears 


resolution. The Second Comptroller (Governor 
Parris) had been one of the commissioncrs to sett} 
the treaty under which these claims arose, and was 
the most proper officer to examine and report upon 
them. 

He moved the previous question. 

Mr. ROOT asked him to withdraw it long enough 
to suffer Mr. R. to inquire why this claim did yo: 
take the usual course in being referred to the officer 
at the head of the Indian Bureau? 

Mr. JOHNSON replied there were varioys 
claims which had arisen under the treaty of 1846 
They had been referred to the Commissioner on 
Indian Affairs, who had made a report upon them 
stating a certain amount to be due to the claimants: 
it was now proposed to refer the matter for fur. 
ther examination to the accounting officers of the 
treasury. 

Mr. ROOT said that it then appeared that this 
was an attempt to get overa report which had been 
made by the Commissioner of the Indian Bureau. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, said the 
question was a very simple one. It was whether 
the opinion of the Second Comptroller and the At- 
torney General of the United States was better ay- 
thority than that of Mr. Medill, the Indian Com- 
missioner. Governor Parris was understood to be 
in favor of the claim, and Mr. Medill against it. 
The Senate wished it to go to the accounting offi- 
cers of the treasury. 

Mr. BARRINGER explained. This resolution 
proposed torefer the conflicting claims of the Cher- 
okee Indians under the treaty of 1846. Without 
going into the nature of the shins; he would state 
the fact, that there were various and conflicting 
claims under the previous Cherokee treaty of 1845. 
There were three or four different parties con- 
cerned in them. They had been attempted to be 
adjusted bya subsequent treaty of 1846, and Gov- 
ernor Parris had been one of the commissioners to 
do this. Mr. Medill, the Indian Commissioner, 
had rejected the claims, and a part of the tribe pro- 


| tested against his decision. 


Mr. BURT said that these claims had not by the 
treaty been referred to the decision of the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BARRINGER said he was aware of that. 
But he seemed to have supposed that he was au- 


| thorized to settle them, and he had attempted to do 


it; but the Indians opposed it. Hence it was pro- 
posed to send the whole matter to the officers of 


| the treasury. 


Mr. FARAN asked whether there was any dis- 
pute as to the amount of the claims? 

Mr. BARRINGER replied in the negative. 

Mr. FARAN said he understood the dispute 
was as to the fund out of which the claims were 
to be paid. 

Mr. BARRINGER said it was. 

Mr. B. according to promise, renewed the motion 
for the previous question. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. Lost. 

And, under the previous question, the resolution 


was passed: Yeas 114, nays 75. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to 


_ reconsider the vote upon the passage, and warmly 
opposed the resolution, urging that it was tanta- 


mount to-authorizing the payment of these claims, 
amounting to some $2,900,000. 
Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, inquired whether 


_ the treaty of 1836 was not one of the points to be 


decided by the resolution? if it was not to be de- 
cided whether the entire expenses for the removal 
and subsistence of the Indians, amounting to some 
$6,000,000, should come out of the treasury, oF 
out of the Cherokee fund ? ; 
Mr. THOMPSON replied, that was the main 
point in the controversy; that it involved the 
amount of something like $2,900,000, and further 


_ objected to submitting it to the accounting officers, 
unless Congress prescribed the pace on which 


it should be decided. He hoped the resolution 
would be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs; that the bill reported by the chairman of 
the Committee of Claims, [Mr. Rockwett, of Con- 
necticut,] providing for the establishment of a 
board for the investigation of claims upon the 
Government, would taken up and passed. 
This board would be composed of the most em'- 
nent men of the country, and they would report 
the result of their investigations to Congress— 
which would then be enabled to act in an intelligent 
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THE 


manner and avoid the plunder of the treasury, so | 


ment at the request of, and on pledge of its renewal 


often the result of pressing bills through under the || by— 
influences that had been thrown around this by | 


gentlemen without the bar, who were appealing to 


members to do justice to the poor Indian, when | 


they themselves would receive a large share of the 
ap propriation. 


sissippi was wholly in error. Neither the con- 
struction of the treaty, nor any of the questions 
to which he had referred, would be settled under 
the resolution. The whole sum and substance of 
the resolution was, to authorize the proper officers 
to investigate the ys and report the result of 
their examination to Congress at the next session 
for their action. He caused to be read the reso- 
lution, to show that this was its effect. 

Some conversation and explanations occurred 
between Messrs. GENTRY, PRESTON, and 
THOMPSON, of Mississippi, and others. 

Mr. CLINGMAN suggested, in order to obviate 
the objections of Mr. ‘Tompson, that the resolu- 
tion be so modified as to provide, instead of a 
“ settlement,” for a “* just and fair statement of the 
accounts’? by the proper officers to Congress; 
which suggestion was finally received by general 
consent, and the resolution modified accordingly. 

Mr. THOMPSON wished a further modifica- 
tion, by adding, that **no moneys shall be paid 
on said settlement until the principles thereof are 
adopted and approved by the Senate.’’ 

Objections being made, this modification was 
not received. 


The motion to reconsider was then laid on the | 


table, on motion of Mr. GENTRY; and thus the 
resolution is finally passed. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The House bill to change the place of holding 
the district court of the United States for the mid- 
dle district of Alabama, and for other purposes, 
which was ordered some days since to be engross- 
ed, was read a third time, and passed, and sent to 
the Senate for concurrence. 

The amendments of the Senate to the House 
bill for the relief of Archibald Beard and twenty- 
one other Tennessee mounted volunteers, were 
read and agreed to, and the title of the bill was 
amended so as to read * An act for the relief of 
certain Tennessee volunteers.”’ 

The amendments of the Senate to the joint reso- 
lution of the House authorizing the Secretary of 
State to furnish the clerk of the district court of the 
United States for the western district of Virginia 
four copies of Little & Brown’s edition of the Laws 
of the United States, were also read and agreed to, 
and the title of the joint resolution was amended 
to read, ‘‘ Joint resolution authorizing the Secre- 
tary of State to furnish the clerks of the several 
district and circuit courts of the United States with 
copies of Little & Brown’s edition of the Laws of 
the United States. 


REVOLUTIONIZING MEXICO. 


Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, asked the 


general consent of the House to offer the following 
resolation: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


quested to inform this House whether he has received in- 
formation of the fitting out, by citizens of the United States, 
of an armed expedition to revolutionize certain of the Mex- 
ican States, with the intention of establishing an independ- 
ent Government ; and if any, and what, measures have been 
taken by the authorities of the United States to prevent such 
expedition, 

The reception of the resolution was objected to 
by Messrs. BIRDSALL, JONES, of Tennessee, 
and others. 

SOUTHERN MAIL. 


_ The House resumed the consideration of the 
joint resolution of the Senate to authorize and re- 
quire a renewal of the contract for carrying the 
southern mail. 

_ Mr. COBB, of Georgia, inquired if this resolu- 
tion did not direct the Postmaster General to make 
the contract with this route at the prices paid by 
his predeneseor, being about $260 per mile? 

_ Mr. GOGGIN replied, yes, for the railroad por- 
tion of the route. 

Mr. COBB understood, then, that it was pro- 
posed to renew the contract which the Postmaster 
General and this House had over and over again 
refused. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 
resolution on the table, but withdrew for a mo- 


|| present Postmaster General. 








r. GENTRY said, the gentleman from Mis- } 


Mr. GOGGIN, who explained that although the 


resolution did not authorize to be paid what the 





| claimed by the bay route. 


present Postmaster General had ever contracted to 
pay, it did authorize what had actually been paid 
by the present Postmaster General and his prede- 
cessors since 1843, up to within a few months, 
under a contract made by the predecessor of the 

He would state fur- 
ther, that when this question was up before, there 
was a difficulty as to damages which might be 
That company now 
agreed to waive all such claims, and there was no 
obstacle in the way of the settlement of this ques- 
tion but the passage of this resolution, in order to 
restore to the South and the whole country these 
mail facilities. In accordance with his pledge, he 
renewed the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, interposed the remark 
that he understood the claims for damages were 
not waived by all the companies who might be en- 
titled to them. 

The resolution was laid on the table: Ayes 122, | 
noes 64. | 

Mr. CHASE moved to reconsider the vote, and 


to lay the motion on the table; which was agreed | 
to. 


GRANT TO ILLINOIS. | 
| 


The House proceeded to consider the Senate bill 
granting to the state of Illinois the right of way, 
and a donation of public lands, for making a rail- 
road connecting the Upper and Lower Mississippi 
with the chain of northern lakes at Chicago; which | 
was reported with amendments from the Commit- | 
tee on Public Lands some time since. 


Messrs. COLLAMER, LINCOLN, and others, 


| made remarks in explanation of the bill which was 


pending; when— | 
OREGON. 


On motion of Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, the | 
House resumed the consideration of the bill to es- 
tablish the Territorial Government of Oregon, and 
the amendments thereto reported by the Commit- | 
tee of the Whole, on which the previous ques- | 
tion had been seconded, and the main question | 
ordered. 

The question being on agreeing to the said | 
amendments, they were severally read and agreed 
to without division, except the two following, on 
which separate votes were taken, viz: 

On concurring with the Committee of the Whole 
in striking out in the second section the words, | 
“and shall approve of all laws passed by the Le- 
gislative Assembly before they shall take effect. 
[The effect of this amendment is to deprive the 
Governor of the power of approval or disapproval 
of the laws passed by the Legislature. ]} 


The vote on agreeing to this amendment re- 
sulted: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, 
Bingham, Birdsall, Blanchard, Botts, Boydon, Brady, But- | 
ler, Canby, Cathcart, Chapman, Chase, Clapp, Beverly L. | 
Clarke, Cocke, Collamer, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Cris- 
field, Crowell, Crozier, Cummins, Darling, Dickey, Dixon, 
Duer, Danie! Duncan, Garnett Dunean, Dunn, Eckert, Ed- 
wards, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, 
Fisher, Flournoy, Freedley, French, Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, 
Giddings, Goggin, Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Willard P. 
Hall, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, 
Haskell, Henry, Hill, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, George S. 
Houston, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, John W. Jones, 
Kellogg, Kennon, Thomas B. King, Daniel P. King, Lahm, 
William T. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, Lincoln, Maclay, 
McClelland, McClernand, Mciivaine, Marsh, Marvin, Mil- 
ler, Morris, Mullin, Nelson, Newell, Outlaw, Palfrey, Peck, 
Pendleton, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, Robinson, 
Rockhill, Julius Rockwell, Jobn A. Rockwell, Roman, Rose, 
Root, Rumsey, St. John, Schenck, Shepperd, Sherriil, Sil- 
vester, Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, Trunian Smith, Stark- 
weather, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Charles E. Stuart, 
Tallmadge, Taylor, Thibodeaux, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
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The other amendment was on agreeing with the 
Committee of the Whole in striking out that part 
of the 12th section which extends the ordinance of 
1787 over the Oregon Territory, which is in the 
following words: 

“That the inhabitants of said Territory shall be entitled 
to enjoy all and singular the rights, privileges, and inmuni- 
ties granted and secured to the people of the territory of the 
United States northwest of the river Ohio, by the articles of 
compact contained in the ordinance for the government of 


| said territory, on the thirteenth day of July, seventeen hun- 
| dred and eighty seven; [and shall be subject to all the con- 


ditions, and restrictions, and prohibitions in said articles of 

compact imposed upou the people of said territory,) and.” 
On agreeing to this amendment, the yeas and 

nays were taken, and resulted as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Barringer, Bayly, Beale, Birdsall, Bocock, 


| Botts, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Wm. G. Brown, 


Albert G. Brown, Burt, Cabell, Chapman, Chase, Beverly L. 


| Clarke, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
| Cocke, Crisfield, Crozier, Daniel, Garnett Duncan, Alexan- 


'| der Evans, Featherston, Ficklin, Flournoy, French, Fulton, 


Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Green, Willard P. Hall, Haralson, 
Harmanson, Harris, Haskell, Hill, Hilliard, [saac E. Holmes, 
George 8. Houston, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Iverson, 
Jameson, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W, 
Jones, John W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Thomas Butler 
King, La Sére, Ligon, Lumpkin, MeClernand, McDowell, 


| McKay, McLane, Miller, Outlaw, Pendleton, Phelps, Pills- 


| 
} 


i 








| 
| 


Richard W. Thompson, ‘Tompkins, Toombs, Tuck, Turner, | 


Van Rabe, Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, White, and Wil- 
mot—} 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayly, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Brod- 
head, William G. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Franklin 
Clark, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Faran, Featherston, | 
Ficklin, Fries, Green, Hammons, Haralson, Harmanson, | 
Harris, Henley, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Iverson, Jamtson, | 

| 


Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, La Sére, 
Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, Lynde, McDowell, McKay, Me- 
Lane, Jov Mann, Meade, Nicoll, Peaslee, Petrie, Pettit, 
Peyton, Pillsbury, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Sawyer, 
Simpson, Sims, Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, James 
Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, William Thompson, 
Thurston, V 

Woodwaid—63. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
enable, Wallace, Wick, Wiley, Williams, and 


| 





P 


bury, Preston, Rhett, Richardson, Robinson, Roman, Sawyer, 
Shepperd, Simpson, Sims, Stanton, Stephens, Thibodeaux, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, Tompkins, 
Toombs, Venable, Wallace, Wick, and Woodward—8s. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Bingham, 
Blanchard, Brady, Butler, Canby, Catheart, Franklin Clark, 
Collamer, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Cummins, 
Darling, Dickey, Dickinson, Dixon, Duer, Daniel Duncan, 


| Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Nathan Evans, Faran, 


Farrelly, Fisher, Freedley, Fries, Giddings, Gott, Gregory, 
Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, Hammons, Jas. G. Hamp- 
ton, Moses Hampton, Henley, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, John 
W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Jenkins, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, Lahm, William 'T. Law- 
rence, Sidney Lawrence, Lincoln, Lord, Lynde, Maclay, 
McClelland, Melivaine, Job Mann, Horace Mann, Marsh, 
Marvin, Morris, Mullin, Nelson, Newell, Nicoll, Palfrey, 
Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Pettit, Pollock, Putnam, Reynolds, 
Richey, Rockhill, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Rose, 
Root, Rumsey, St. John, Schenck, Sherrill, Silvester, Slin- 
gerland, Smart, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Truman 
Smith, Starkweather, Andrew Stewart, Charles E. Stuart, 
Strohm, Tallmadge, Taylor, James Thompson, Richard W. 
Thompson, William Thompson, Thurston, Turner, Tuck, 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, Wentworth, White, Wiley, 
Williams, and Wilmot—114. 

So the House refused to concur with the com- 
mittee in striking out. — 

The amendments having all been acted on— 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and be- 
ing engrossed, was read a third time, and, under 
the operation of the previous question, was passed 
by yeas and nays: Yeas 129, nays 71. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to reconsider the 
last vote; which motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Asumun, of Massachu- 
setts, in the chair.) 

The committee, on motion of Mr. VINTON, 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill making 
appropriations for the support of the army for the 
year ending June 30, 1849. 

Mr. VINTON said it was perhaps proper that 
he should state that the original army bill, which 
was reported some five or six months ago, and 
which was predicated upon the supposition of the 
continuance of the war through the present fiscal 
year, had, at a subseqent period, been recommit- 
ted to the Committee of Ways and Means. That 
was the bill that was, in fact, before the commit- 
tee. He did not propose to ask that it should be 
read, but he sent up to the Chair the bill which 
the Committee of Ways and Means had reported 


|| as a substitute for that bill upon its recommitment. 
‘| It was No. 618. He offered it as a substitute for 
|| the original bill, together with the following amend- 


ment, to come in after line twenty-one. 

[The amendment was read, and appropriates 
$3,000,000 for the three months’ extra pay granted 
by the act of the last month to the officers, musi- 
cians, and privates of the army.] 

He would briefly state the grounds on which the 
new, or the substitute bill had been reported by 
the Committee of Ways and Means. After the 
resumption of peace with Mexico, the President 
of the United States, as will be recollected by all 
the members of the committee, had sent in a mes- 
sage to Congress, recommending that the peace 
establishment of the army should stand on the 
basis on which it was placed by the act of 13th 
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May, 1846; that was to say, that al! the regiments 
of the regular army should be retained, with the 
complement of one hundred men to each company. 
The Secretary of War, after that message of the 
President, had sent to the Committee of Ways 
and Means estimates for the expenditures of the 
army during the current fiscal year, predicated on 
that basis. According to these estimates, the army 
of the United States, exclusive of the officers, 
would consist of 20,219 persons. That number 


embraced, as a matter of course, not only all the || 


army proper, but all the employés—all the per- 
sons composing the army, or connected with the 
army. ‘lhe aggregate of these estimates, sent in 


by the Secretary of War, upon the basis of one | 


hundred men to each company, was $13,858,865 56. 
If the committee should decide upon the basis rec- 
ommended by the President of the United States 
and the estimates sent in by the Secretary of War, 
the agvrevate of this bill would be the sum he had 
mentioned, viz: $13,858,865 56. 

Mr. SAWYER rose to a question of order, and 
made the point that the bill had not yet been read 
through, as the rules required, before either debate 
or amendment. 

Mr. VINTON. 
consent. 

The CHAIR decided that it was too late to 
make the objection. 

Mr. VINTON continued. The Committee of 
Ways and Means had directed him to ask the 
Secretary of War to send in estimates to them 
predicated upon the basis of the army as it stood 
prior to the commencement of the war with Mex- 
Ico, or, in other words, to send in estimates to the 
Committee of Ways and Means predicated on the 
establishment of the army, as it would have been 
if the act of May 13, 1846, was repealed. That, 
asa matter of course, would leave the army in 
this way; the act of 1842 reduced the artillery and 
infantry from sixty-four to forty in a company. 
That was the basis on which the army stood at 
the time of the declaration of war with Mexico. 
Since the declaration of war with Mexico, a regi- 
ment of mounted riflemen had been raised, of sixty- 
four men to a company, and also a company of 
engineers composed of one hundred men. That 
was the estimate on which this bill was predicated; 
and if the committee should be of opinion that 
that should be the basis of the peace establishment 


That was waived by common 


of the army, the army would then stand as it || 
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‘| to increase the number to 100 each. 
| provide that they should continue on the basis of | 


i! 
' 


could be filled up in a very little time. As the bill 
now stood, it was filled up in all instances on the 
second basis he had mentioned; that was, of the 
peace establishment as it was prior to the war 
with Mexico, together with the additional regi- 
| ment of mounted riflemen raised since, and the 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
i 
j 
} 


company of engineers of one hundred men. That || 


stood in its present form. 


tween the basis of 42 men and 64 men to the com- 
pany? 


men to the company was $10,595,076; for 64 men 
to the company, $11,325,535. 
|| Mr. DUNCAN said the difference, then, was 
|| about $800,000. 
| Mr. VINTON, (continuing.) And for 100 to 
\| each company, the estimate was $13,858,000. 
| Mr. BOYD said, before the war the number of 
| each company was 42; they all understood, that 
during the war, the companies were increased to 
'| 64 each, and authority was given to the President 
Did the bill 


| 64? 
| Mr. VINTON had already been endeavoring to 
/ explain that point. This bill contained a clause 


repealing the act of the 13th May, 1846, the effect | 


of which would be to reduce the army to the basis 
| on which it stood before, under the act of 1842, 


| viz: to 42 men in each company; so that the army | 


| would stand, in all respects, as it stood before the 
| war with Mexico, excepting the addition of the 


regiment of mounted riflemen, and the company of || 


engineers of 100 men. 

Mr. BOYD. The bill reduces the companies 
| from 64 to 42 men? 
| Mr. VINTON. Yes; that is the peace estab- 
| lishment of 1842. 
| Mr. GOTT said, by the act of 1842, we had 
| fourteen regiments; two regiments of dragoons, 
| fifty men in the company; four of artillery, and 
eight of infantry, forty-two in the company. By 
the act of 13th May, 1846, the President was au- 
thorized to increase the number of privates to one 
hundred in each company, and to reduce them to 


|| sixty-four when the exigencies of the service would 


stood prior to the commencement of the war with | 


Mexico, together with this additional regiment of 
mounted riflemen, and this company of engineers 
composed of one hundred men. The number of 


persons estimated for, including employés and all, | 


was nine thousand eight hundred and ninety-one 
men of every description, exclusive of officers, who 
would then be in the employment of the Govern- 


ment; and the bill, as it now stood on that esti- | 


mate as a basis, appropriated $10,595,076 56. 


to them an estimate predicated on the supposition 
that the authority given to the President of the 
United States by the act of 13th May, 1846, to 
raise the companies to 100 men were repealed, 
leaving the companies at G4 men. It would be 
recollected, that by the act of 13th May, 1846, they 
had filled up what was the skeleton army upon the 
peace establishment, as determined by the act of 
1842. The act of May, 1846, raised the compa- 
nies of the regiments of artillery and infantry from 
42 men cach to not less than 64 or more than 100 
men each—giving the President authority to fill up 
these companies to 100 men, but not to reduce 
them below 64 men in each company. The Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had directed him to 
eall on the Secretary of War to send in to them 
an estimate predicated on the supposition that this 
discretion be taken away from the President of the 
United States, leaving the companies at 64 men in 
acompany,as they would then stand under the 


act of 13th May, 1846. The Secretary of War | 


had sent that estimate also to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. Under that estimate, if it 
should be adopted by this committee as the peace 
establishment, the number of persons in the em- 
ployment of the army, or belonging to the arm ‘ 


exclusive of the officers, would be 13,158 men and | 


the amount of the estimates predicated on that 
basis was $11,325,531. 
The details of all these estimates were before 


him. They were in such a shape, that if the com- | the committee. 


| permit. By the act of the 19th of May, the Ore- 
gon regiment of riflemen was raised. By the act 
of 1847, the provision of the act of the 13th May 
was made applicable to the Oregon regiment. By 
the act of 1847, also, there were added eight coin- 
panies of artillery—two to each regiment. If the 
act of 13th of May was repealed, it would leave 
the army a little above 10,000 men. 

| Mr. VINTON accepted this explanation, and 
wished to add one word in reference to the manu- 


|, script amendment he had sent to the Clerk, and it 
The Committee of Ways and Means had also | 
directed him to ask the Secretary of War to send | 


was all he proposed to say. It had been his in- 
| tention sim nly to state to the committee the several 
| estimates which the Committeeof Waysand Means 
had procured from the War Department, and what 
would be the military establishment if either of 
these bases was adopted, so that they would have 
the whole subject before them. 
Theamendment which had been sent upin manu- 
script, and which composed a part of the proposi- 
tion before them, was a provision to pay the three 
months’ extra pay provided by a law which Con- 
gress had passed on the 19th of last month. The 


$3,000,000 as necessary to provide for the three 
| months’ extra pay thus authorized to the officers, 
musicians, and privates of the army. The Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had directed him, asa 
matter of course, to move that as an amendment to 
, this bill. It must be provided for. And it should be 
remarked, thatinall the estimates he had mentioned, 
this $3,000,000 was included; thus the estimate 


basis, and the lower estimate of $10,595,000, each 


included this $3,000,000; so that the $10,595,000 | 
included in this substitute reported not only pro- | 


| vided for the support of the army of the United 


| the army for the current year under the bill would 
|| be $7,595,000. 

| Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, then addressed 
He firstexamined the veto power, 


> 


of $13,858,000 on the basis of the largest number 
of men, the estimate of $11,325,000 on the second || 
from Mr. WESTCOTT, Mr. BENTON, and Mr. 


| States for the current year, but provided for three 
months’ extra pay. The actual expenses, then, of 


would be the army of the United States if the bill || 


Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, inquired what | 
was the difference in the estimated expense be- | 


Mr. VINTON replied that the estimate for 42 |! 


| 


| 


| 
} 





| 
| 
| 
| 


Secretary of War had sent in the estimate of || 


| 
| 
| 
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mittee should decide upon either basis, the blanks \ which had engaged so much of the attention of 


the House, tracing it to its rise among the Romans 
where it was employed for the protection of th 
people, until it was abused by those who succeeded 
to sovereign sway. He next glanced at its useg 
and abuses in Norway, and then under the English 
Crown; and showed that it was restored to its right. 
ful purpose in this Republic, by whose Presidents 
it had been used only twenty-five times, though 
the enactments during that period have amounted 
to seven thousand. He then proceeded to the ex. 
amination of another topic—the origin, progress, 


|, and consequences of the war with Mexico. He 


said the opposite party had contended that the an- 
nexation of Texas was the cause of the war, which 
they denounced as unnecessary, unconstitutional, 
unholy, and damnable. He then proceeded to 
show that the annexation of Texas was a Whic 
measure, for the annexation resolutions were those 


of Mr. Milton Brown, a Whig Representative from 
| Tennessee, which received sufficient Whig votes 


to secure their adoption. He adduced document- 


|| ary evidence to show that those resolutions were 


claimed by members of the Whig party, and 
therefore he argued they were answerable for the 
war and its consequences. He begged, however, 
that it might be distinctly understood that the 


| Democratic party shrunk from no responsibility 


which rightfully belongs to them in this respect. 

Mr. MARSH next obtained the floor, but gave 
way to a motion to rise. ‘Fhe committee accord- 
ingly rose and reported progress. 


Mr. VINTON then submitted a resolution fix- 
ing twelve o’chock on Friday next for the termina- 
tion of debate on the army bill; which, after some 
discussion, was agreed to. 

The House then adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, August 2, 1848. 
Mr. ATCHISON laid before the Senate resolu- 


tions of a meeting of volunteers from Mexico, ask- 
ing such modification of the laws as will give them 
three months’ full pay instead of pay proper; which 
referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
airs. 

Mr. MANGUM presented a supplemental me- 
morial from Charles Lee Jones, charging uncon- 
stitutionality on the part of the President in the 
appointment of Colonel Hughes to the command 
of the volunteers from the District of Columbia and 
Maryland; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HANNEGAN, from the Commitee on 
Foreign Relations, reported the following House 
bills, without amendment: 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 


| of Cornelius Manning. 


An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Benjamin Hodges. 

Also, from the same committee, a bill for the 
relief of Robert M. Harrison. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, made adverse reports on the 
following bills from the House: 

An act for the relief of Eliza S. Roberts. 

An act providing for the payment of arrearages 
of pension to Anthony Walton Bayard. 

An act for the relief of Francis Hutinack. 

An act for the relief of Aaron Tucker. 

An act for the relief of Sarah Hildreth. 


On motion of Mr. BELL, the prior orders were 
postponed, and the Senate proceeded to consider 
the bill for compensating Colonel Richard M. 
Johnson for the erection of the Choctaw academy. 
The bill was then read a third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill for the relief of Ward 
and Smith; which, after some discussion, was read 
a third time and passed, after some explanation 


RUSK, in reply to questions from Mr. JOHNSON, 
of Maryland. ‘ 

The claimants, it appears, are resident mer- 
chants in California, and had advanced money to 
our navy, while off the coast, and which was des- 
titute of funds. The claimaints took drafts on the 
Navy Department, which they discounted at the 
current rates of exchange, which varied from 12; 
to 25 per cent. discount. Money at that time was 
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by the unfavorable state of the exchanges. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, admitted the jus- 
tice of the claim, but was desirous to know what 
excuse could be made for leaving our squadron 
without funds. 

Mr. WESTCOTT replied that the funds de- 
posited for the use of the navy had been diverted 
from that object, and loaned to Colonel Frémont 


and others, for the support of the land forces under | 


their command. 


On motion of Mr. WALKER, the prior orders | 


were postponed, and the Senate proceeded to the 


consideration of the bill granting to the State of | 


Wisconsin the military reservation at Fort Win- 


nebago, in said State; which, after being explained || 


by Mr. Waker, was read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. YULEE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill from the House placing 
the s#lors and marines serving in Mexico on the 
same footing as officers and soldiers of the army; 
and the bill was then read a third time and passed. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill making 


appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex- | 


senses of the Government for the year ending on 
the 30th of June, 1849. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of || 


various amendments offered, the most of which 
were adopted. 

The following amendment was submitted by the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance: 

For compensation and expenses of a commercial agent, 
to be selected and sent abroad by the President, to collect 
information respecting the commerce, productions, and 
statistics of Asia and Eastern Africa, $10,000. 

Mr. HALE moved to insert after the words 
‘Eastern Africa,” ‘‘ and all other parts of the 
world.”’ 

Mr. BENTON. Yes; “all other parts of the 
world.”’ 

Mr. HALE. I'll withdraw it. 

Mr. BENTON then made some observations in 
Opposition to the amendment, and went on to ex- 
a the manner in which the report of Mr. Aaron 

. Palmer had been prepared, being gleaned from 
libraries, and picked up here and there. He had 
no idea of countenancing such things, pressed on 
members of Congress, as they were, in the most 
indecent manner, their authors following mem- 
bers, like ghosts or shadows, from the Capitol to 
their boarding-houses, and from their boarding- 
houses to the Capitol. This was about the extent of 
their journeys slamsleutions and they were made, 
not for the purpose of throwing any light on the 
commercial condition of the world, but only to ob- 
tain their votes for an appropriation. He disliked 
this practice—to the existence of which every Sen- 
ator could testify—of dogging members to and fro, 
meeting them at every corner, and soliciting their 
votes. Such men were to be seen daily about the 
chambers of the Capitol and the boarding-houses. 
But they never annoyed him. If they ever came 
once, they took care never to repeat the visit. 

Mr. PHELPS expressed some astonishment 

that opposition should have come from that quar- 
ter. He reminded the Senator from Missouri of 
the generosity which had been displayed by the 
Senate in publishing books upon books, and maps, 
and tables, on the subject of California, and sug- 
gested, that if the same liberality had been ex. 
hibited with reference to all other countries, our 
information as to the condition of the whole world 
would be unparalleled by that of any other nation. 
He thought this was a valuable amendment, as 
commercial information concerning countries of 
which we have heretofore known nothing, could not 
fail to be most valuable to the mercantile world. 
He hoped the amendment would be adopted. 
_ Mr. BENTON repelled with much warmth the 
institation of any comparison between the useful- 
ness of the books of 
of Mr. Palmer. Valuable as was the information 
contained in the collection of Colonel Frémont’s 
books, he would rather they were burnt to-morrow 
than be compared with such a work. 

Mr. PHELPS assured the Senator from Mis- 
Souri that he was entirely mistaken; he had not 


r. Frémont and the report |) 
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searce at the legal interest of 2 per cent. per month. || instituted any such comparison, nor did he place in 
The Navy Department allowed only the amount | 
of the actual principal advanced in California,and | 
the claimants came to Congress for reimburse- | 
ment of the amount due them for what they lost | 


juxtaposition the relative merits of the two works. 
He had voted for the information of Colonel Fré- 
mont with great pleasure, knowing and feeling, as 
he did, that it was invaluable to the country; and 
in defending this amendment, he had simply spoken 
of the value of the information to be derived to the 
commerce and trade of the country. 

Mr. BENTON received the explanation with 
the saine kind feeling it was made. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 


| the amendment, and decided as follows: 


YEAS—Mesgsrs. Atherton, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Cal- 
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| great a preponderance there had been in favor of 
| the Virginia over the Maryland side. 


The proposition was then carried without a 
division. 

The amendment relating to the settlement of the 
claim of the Spanish Government against the Uni- 
ted States was passed over, at the suggestion of 


' some of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


houn, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, | | 


Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, Fitzgerald, Greene, Hamlin, Hous- 


ton, Johnson of Marviand, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson | 


of Georgia, Lewis, Mangum, Niles, Phelps, Sebastian, and 
Sturgeon—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Benton, Borland, Brad- 
bury, Breese, Bright, Buticr, Clarke, Douglas, Downs, 
Felch, Hale, Hunter, King, Ma-on, Metealfe, Miller, Spru- 
ance, Underwood, Upham, Waiker, Westcott, and Yulee— 
24. 

The amendment relating to striking out the pro- 
viso compelling the appointment of a captain in 
the navy to the Clothing and Subsistence Bureau, 
came up, and, after considerable debate, was so 
amended as to read, that, when a vacancy oc- 


The next amendment was that to strike out the 
appropriation for the removal of obstructions im 
the Savannah river. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend the 
amendment, by inserting $50,000 for the improve- 
ment of the dam at Cumberland Island, in the 
Ohio river. 

Mr. DIX gave notice of his desire, if that was 


| sustained, to offer a similar amendment for the 
| Hudson river, below Albany. 


curred, it should be filled up by the appointment | 


of a purser of not less than ten years’ service. 


| the proviso, as amended, and decided in the affirm- 


ative: Yeas 23, nays 21. 
When the vote was announced— 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said that he had 


voted under a misapprehension, as did some other | 


Senators; and he therefore moved to reconsider the 
vote. 

The motion was agreed to, 

The debate was briefly continued, when the 
vote was again taken on the proviso, and decided 


| as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Baldwin, Benton, Brad- 
bury, Bright, Dix, Dodge, Downs, Feich, Fitzgerald, Ham- 


Walker, and Westcott—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Borland, Breese, 
Butler, Calhoun, Clarke, Clayton, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dayton, Dickinson, Foote, Greene, Hale, Johnson of Mary- 
land, Johnson of Louisiana, King, Lewis, Mangum, Mason, 


Metcalfe, Miller, Phelps, Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, Under- | 


wood, Upham, and Yulee—30. 


The proposition to allow the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings to employ a clerk led to quite an 


animated discussion, in which Mr. YULEE, Mr. || 


ATHERTON, Mr. NILES, Mr. MANGUM, 
Mr. UNDERWOOD, Mr. HALE, Mr. FOOTE, 
and Mr. HUNTER, took part. 

A letter was sent to the Secretary to be read, by 
the chairman of the Committee of Finance. This 
letter was written by the Commissioner of Public 


Buildings, in which he proposed that the office of | 
| Public 


ardener should be abolished, and offered 


{| 


The question was then taken on striking out | 


| 





| 


| 
| 
l| 
lin, Hannegan, Houston, Hanter, Johnson of Georgia, Niles, | 


j 
| 


| 


| character on the Speaker’s table; and in case the 
|| debate on the army bill continued till to-morrow, 





| 
{ 
| 


to undertake the management of the publicgrounds, | 


on the conditions and terms specified in his letter. 
The Committee on Finance, however, did not 
adopt the suggestion; and the debate principally 
related to the merits of the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, and the efficiency of the present Public 
Gardener. 

Mr. FOOTE and Mr. NILES characterized Dr. 
Douglas, the Commissioner, as an unsurpassed 


| geologist, a profound scholar, a perfect architect, 


and an accomplished physician. 

Mr. HALE pronounced Mr. Maher, the Public 
Gardener, to be the best officer about the Capitol, 
the Secretary excepted; and stated that to his 
skill and watchfulness and industry it was to be 
attributed that the Capitol grounds were not sur- 
passed in beauty by any in the world. His 
works (said Mr. H.) praise him. 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
decided as fallows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Atherton, Baldwin, Benton, 
Butler, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, Downs, Fitzgerald, Foote, 
Tiouston, Hunter, Lewis, Niles, Phelps,and Underwood—17. 


NAYS—Messre, Badger, Borland, Bradbury, Breese, 


| Bright, Calhoun, Clayton, Davis of Massachusetis, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dayton, Felch, Hale, Hamlin, Hannegan, John- | 
son of Maryland, Johnson of Georgia, King, Mangum, Ma- | 
| son, Metcalfe, Miller, Rusk, Spruance, Turney, Walker, | 
| Westcott, and Yulee—27. 


The question then came up on the amendment 


| to purchase the bridges over the Eastern Branch, 


and make them free of toll. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, advocated the 
propriety of this measure as an act of justice to 
the people of this District and of Maryland, and 
read from certain statistical tables to show how 
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After some debate, the Senate adjourned with- 
out taking any question. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, 4ugust 3, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted to terminate debate on the army appro- 
priation bill in Committee of the Whole on the 


|| state of the Union at twelve o’clock to-morrow, 


(Friday.) The reason for his motion was, that to- 
morrow was the only day on which private bills 
to which no objection was made, could be acted 
on. There were a number of Senate bills of this 


the result would be, that there would be no oppor- 
tunity to act upon these bills this session. They 
were appropriation bills to pay some of our honest 
debts, and ought to have some portion of the time 
of the House. With the view, therefore, of closing 
the debate at two o’clock to-day, instead of wasting 
the time in making speeches which had no refer- 
ence to the subject before the House, and thata 
little time might be spent in the consideration of 
private bills which had passed the Senate, and to 
which there was no objection, he moved that the 
resolution be reconsidered. 

Mr. VENABLE moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

Mr. ROCKWELL demanded the yeas and 
nays. He wanted to see who were in favor of 
defeating all private business. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 8], nays 59. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. GRINNELL called for the orders of the 
day—the call of the committees for reports. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
Committee of Claims, to which was referred Sen- 
ate bills for the relief of D. A. Watterson and for 
the relief of Charles M. Gibson, reported the same 
back to the House without amendment. Com- 
mitted. 

Mr. R. moved a suspension of the rules to en- 
able him to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That on Tuesday next, no other business shall 
be in order but the consideration of Senate bills on the pri- 
vate calendar, and the bills to which there is no objection 
shall first be considered in the Committee of the Whole 
House. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, raised the point of or- 
der that the Committee of Claims had no right to 
report such a resolution. 

The SPEAKER replied, that this was a motion 
to suspend the rules, made by the gentleman from 
Connecticut on his own individual responsibility, 
and that during the last ten days of the session 
the motion to suspend was always in order. 

Mr. COBB. Are we within the last ten days? 

The SPEAKER. Weare, unless Sundays are 
counted. 

Mr. COBB. We count them when we draw 
our pay. 

The SPEAKER. We do not in cases of mo- 
tions to reconsider, which are more in point. 

The question on suspending the rules was put 
and rejected. , 

On motion of Mr. FLOURNOY, the Committee 
of Claims was discharged from the petition of 
William B. Crews, and it was laid on the table. 

Mr.GRINNELL, from the Committee on Com- 
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merce, to which were referred the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill to establish a collection dis- 
trict in the State of South Carolina, and for other | 
purposes, reported the same back to the House, 
with the recommendation that the House concur 
therein. 


t 


The amendment was concurred in, and the bill || 


therefore stands passed. 

Mr. G. also, from the same committee, to which | 
was referred Senate bill making appropriations for | 
light-houses, light-boats, &c., and providing for 
the erection and establishment of the same, report- 
ed the same back to the House without amend- 
ment, 

The bill was committed. 

Mr. G. moved that the said bill be made the | 
special order after the army appropriation bill shall | 
have been disposed of. Lost, 

Mr. G., from the same committee, reported a | 
bill authorizing the issuing of a register to the | 
barque Mary Theresa, ; 

The bill was read three times, passed, and sent 
to the Senate for concurrence. 

On motion of Mr. G., the Committee of the 
Whole was discharged from the consideration of | 
the bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to license yachts, and for other purposes. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and, | 
being engrossed, was read a third time, passed, 
and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. G. also, from the Committee on Commerce, | 
reported a bill to regulate the pay of certain col- 
lectors of the customs, and for other purposes. 
Read and committed. 

Mr. GREGORY, from the same committee, re- | 
ported a bill for the relief of Elliot Smith and Na- | 
than Farnsworth. Read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsy!l- 
vania, the Committee of the Whole was discharged 
from the consideration of the bill to refund a pen- 
alty remitted by the Secretary of the Treasury to 
John Hardorp, | 

‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and, 
being engrossed, was read the third time, passed, 
and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. 1LUNT moved to discharge the Committee | 
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vey of the question as affecting the great interests 
of the new 


all coming time. He professed himself a Demo- 


|| crat of ** the most straitest sect,”? but denounced 


as a perversion of Democratic principles the at- 
tempt to incorporate slavery propagandism as one 


of them, and argued that slavery should be forever | 


erritoriesand their inhabitants through | 





Aug. 8, 














| wien, 


prohibited in Territories now free, in regard to the | 


rights and interests of the inhabitants of those 
Territories, their children, and their children’s 
children. 

Mr. CROZIER addressed the committee in de- 
fence of the summary action of the House in reject- 


| ing the Senate’s compromise bill; and in the course 


of his speech adduced sundry reasons why he had 
himself voted to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. BIRDSALL then occupied some time in 
repelling certain insinuations which had been cast 
upon him Ly Mr. Couzins and Mr. Strarkweatu- 
ER, in a former debate, which were mixed up with 
New York party politics and the existing struggle 
between the Old Hunkers and Barnburners in that 
State. 


Mr. STARKWEATHER interposed several | 


questions and explanations, And Mr. COLLINS, 


at a subsequent period of the debate, made a brief 


reply, having reference to the same local matters. 
Mr. CATHCART went into a speech at large 
on general politics, in which he noticed a great 
variety of topics. , 
Mr. BAYLY addressed the House in exposi- 
tion of his views upon the constitutional question 


of the respective powers of Congress and of the | 


veople of the Territories over the Territories, and 
incidentally in defence of the Territorial bill re- 
cently received from the Senate, and laid on the 
table of the House. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, after a few remarks on 
the course of the debate and the waste of public 
time, went into an animated speech on the subject 
of internal improvements and Mr. Polk’s veto on 


| the harbor bill. 


Mr. NEWELL then rose and delivered a pre- 
pared speech, relating mainly to the necessity of 


light-houses and surf-boats for security against 


of the Whole from the consideration of the bill || 


of the House for the allowance of drawback on 
wheat imported from the British North American 
provinces, when manufactured in the United States 
and exported to foreign countries, 

The motion being objected to— 

Mr. HUNT moved a suspension of the rules, to 
enable him to make the motion above indicated. 
Lost—two-thirds not voting in favor thereof, 

On motion of Mr. DUNN, the Committee of the 
Whole was discharged from the consideration of | 
the bill to grant the mght of way through the pub- 
lic lands in Indiana and Ilinois to the Ohio and 


Mississippi Railroad Company. {| 


The bill being under consideration— 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved an amendment | 
providing that the United States mails shall be 
transported over said road at the lowest compensa- | 
tion paid to other railroads for similar service. 

Some discussion occurred, in which Messrs. | 
COBB of Georgia, DUNN, and others, participa- | 
ted. 

Mr. DUNN moved the previous question, which 
was seconded; and, under the operation thereof, | 
the amendment was agreed to, and the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed; and, being engrossed, was 
read the third time and passed. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union, (Mr. Asumun, of Massachusetts, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for the support of the army 
for the year ending June 30, 1848. 

A long debate ensued, embracing almost every 


political topic, which was continued till after mid- 
night. The floor was first taken by— 


Mr. MARSH, whoentered into an examination 
of the condition of the ‘Territories in relation to the 
existence of slavery, and showed the necessity of | 
a its existence in the Territory of Oregon 
»y the legislation of Congress. 

Mr. WILMOT addressed the committee during 
his hour in general vindication of the principles of | 
the proviso offered by him two years since. He 
traced its origin up to Thomas Jefferson and the 
ordinance of 1787, and took a comprehensive sur- 
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the danger of navigating the coast of New Jersey. 
Mr. BOYDON, of North Carolina, expressed 


| his astonishment at the speeches which he had 


heard on this floor on the subject of the compro- 
mise bill, and he denied that some of his Demo- 
cratic friends truly represented the State of North 
Carolina in relation to it. He held, that instead 
of bringing peace to the country, the compromise 
bill would only serve to continue the existing agi- 


| tation. 


Mr. MILLER got the floor, but yielded for a 
moment to— 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, who inquired of the 
Chair whether the proposition he held in his hand 
would be in order as an amendment to the bill un- 
der consideration? If it were in order, he would 
desire the indulgence of the committee to make a 
few remarks upon it. If it were not in order, he 
would not uselessly consume the time of the com- 
mittee in discussing it. He would, by permission 
of the committee, read it. Mr. C. then read as fol- 
lows: 


Be it further enacted, That so much of * An act to amend 
An act to raise fora limited time an additional military foree, 
and for other purposes,” approved February 11, 1847, as 
provides that bounties of lands shall be located “ in one 
body,’’ containing not less than one hundred and sixty acres, 
be, and the same is hereby, repealed; and, hereafter, war- 
rauts for the said bounties may be issued for quantities con- 
taining not less than forty acres, atthe option of the holders, 
and in conformity to the legal subdivisions of the public 
lands. Provided, also, That upon the return of any such war- 
rant already issued, by the person to whom it was issued, it 
may be competent to re-issue to said person warrants, in the 
aggregate, for one hundred and sixty acres, and in quantities 
containing not less than forty acres. 


The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 


| not in order at this time. 


Mr. MILLER then proceeded in his remarks, 
and went extensively into general politics and the 
Presidential election. 

Mr. TAYLOR spoke at length on the various 
topics which have of late occupied so large a share 
of the public attention. 

Mr. PECK commented on the uncourteous 
terms in which one department of this Government 
(the Executive) was frequently spoken of by gen- 
tlemen on this floor, and then examined the posi- 
tion of gentlemen of the South, that it was unjust 


| to them to prohibit their going to the new Terri- 


tories with their slaves. He denied that it was 





unjust. He reminded them that slavery existed 
by municipal laws, and quoted decisions of south. 
ern judges to show that a slave taken by his master 
voluntarily beyond the jurisdiction of the municj- 
pal laws of the State in which he lives, becomes 
free man. 

Mr. OUTLAW entered into an argument on 
the power of Congress over the Territories, and 
commented with severity on the acquisition of 

California and New Mexico, and on the war gen- 
erally. In the course of his remarks, having re- 

ferred to the design to create in Mexico the new 
republic of Sierra Madre— 

Mr. RICIIARDSON took occasion to repel an 
| accusation made against General Shields, of hay- 
ing a participation in the design, and stated that 
the President had assured him the Governmen; 
had no information on the subject, but that al} 
such measures would be resisted by him. 

Mr. JAMESON next took the floor, and made 
a speech on the subjects of the veto power, the 
| Presidential election, slavery in the Territories, &&, 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, followed, in 
a speech on the extra allowances made to Genera} 
Cass while he was Governor of Michigan Terri- 
| tory. 
Mr. DANIEL then got the floor, and, on mo- 
_ tion, the committee rose; and the House adjourned 
at a quarter past twelve o’clock. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following memorials and petitions were presented 
ander the rule and referred : 


By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee : The petition of Thos, 
Jackson and sendry other citizens of Greene and Hawkins 
counties, ‘Tennessee, praying the establishment of a post 
route from Bay Mount, in Greene county, to Rogersville, 

| Hawkins county. 

By Mr. POLLOCK: The petition of E. A. Kelly and sev- 
enty-six others, citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for the 
purchase of Mount Vernon by the General Government. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: ‘The memorial of Henry 
Edwards and others, officers of the Boston Seamen’s Friend 
Society, against the sale and removal of the Chelsea Marine 
| Hospital. 

By Mr. HOL\ES, of South Carolina: The supplementat 
memorial of Charles Lee Jones, in reply to the counter- 
memorial from Jalapa, in Mexico, under the signature of 
certain of the volunteers then in garrison, in relation to 
Captain G. W. Hughes, then exercising the command of a 
colonel. 





IN SENATE. 

Tuurspay, August 3, 1848. 
A message was received from the President of 
| the United States, covering a communication from 
the War Department, transmitting copies of the 
proceedings of the court martial in the case of 
| General Pillow. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, three thousand 
| additional co ies were ordered to be printed. 
The amendments of the House to the joint reso- 
| lution of the Senate authorizing the proper account- 
| ing officers of the treasury to make a just and fair 
settlement of the claims of the Cherokee nation of 
| Indians according to the principles established by 
| the treaty of August, 1846, were read, and, on 
| motion of Mr. BELL, the amendments were con- 
curred in. 











The House bill to change the place of holding 
the district court of the United States for the mid- 
dle district of Alabama and for other purposes, was 
read a first and second time by its title; when— 

__ Messrs. LEWIS and KING urged upon the 
Senate the necessity of the immediate passage of 
| the bill. 

| And the usual forms were dispensed with, and 
| the bill read a third time and passed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented a petition from J. 
| Quin Thornton, asking to be reimbursed for ex- 
| penses incurred in defending Oregon against In- 
| dian incursions; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs. 
| Mr. SEBASTIAN presented a petition from 
citizens of Arkansas and Louisiana, for the estab- 
lishment of a mail route; which was referred to 
_ the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
| Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on 
| Private Land Claims, made a report asking that 
| the committee be discharged from the further con- 
| sideration of the petition of citizens of Missouri 
| relative to preémption rights. < 
| Mr. YULEE, from the Select Committee to 


| whom was referred the subject of a retired list for 

| the army and navy, re the bill to promote 

the efficiency of a military and naval establish- 
ment. 
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1848. 


On motion of Mr. LEWIS, 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War furnish to the Sen- 
ate, as son as practicable, (he originals or copies of the 
maps of the valley of Mexico from the surveys of Lieuten- 
ants Smith and Hardcastle, of the topographical engineers ; 
and also of the survey of the route from Vera Cruz to the 


city of Mexico, by Lieuteuant Hardcastie, and the reports 


of said officers accompanying the same. 
OREGON. 

The bill received from the House of Represent- 
atives to establish a Territorial Government in 
Oregon, was read a first and second time; when 

~ Mr. CLAYTON rose, and referred to the fact 


thata bill for the establishment of Territorial Gov- | 


ernments in Oregon, California, and New Mexico, 
had passed the Senate, and was sent to the House 
forconcurrence. Of the fate of that bill, no official 
communication has yet been made to the Senate. 
But we have now a bill from the House for the 


establishment of a Territorial Government in Or- || 


egon. Public rumor informs us that the Senate 
bill to which he had referred, was at once, and 
without even the courtesy of a reading, laid on 
the table; so that, by the rules of the House, it 
cannot be taken up again without a vote of two- 
thirds in its favor. Now, as to this bill just re- 
ceived, he was disposed to treat it with proper 


respect, and to vote for its reference to the appro- | 


priate committee. 


He had desired to make some remarks on the | 
bill which went from the Senate, because the char- | 


acter of the bill, and the course of the Select Com- 
mittee, seemed to be greatly misunderstood. On 
the one side, it was asserted that the North had 
lost all her rights; while on the other, it was con- 
tended, with as much boldness, that the South had 
given up its rights. If both the North and South 
have lost their rights, who has gotthem? He went 


into a view of the bill, as the best answer he could | 


give to these contradictory complaints; and stated, 
that it was the best measure that could have been 
suggested for the settlement of this dangerous and 
difficult question. He was sure that it secured the 
right of appeal, and that, in referring it to the 
Supreme 

because the people, being law-abiding, would sub- 
mit to the decision of that court, which occupied 
the highest place in their confidence. 

In the committee, the South had offered a num- 
ber of propositions, all of which were rejected. 
The South then called on the North to propose 
something; but the North declined to offer any. 
It was then, bya lucky accident, that the principle 
of the compromise bill suggested itself, and that 
bill was prepared and reported. No sooner was 
it reported, than it began to provoke opposition 
from every quarter. The bill had been called a 
cowardly bill—a dodging, evasive measure. He 
had foretold that no bill which could be reported 
would abate the agitation throughout the country. 
But he would ask the North, What have you 
done? The members of the committee favorable 
to the bill had assumed the responsibility of offer- 
ing a bill to the Senate. Is any one else ready to 
assume any responsibility? It appeared not. ‘The 
bill had been assailed from every quarter, but no 
one had the courage to present any counter-propo- 
sition. 

He then proceeded to reply, in detail, to the at- 
tacks made on the bill by various Senators, charging 
on the Senator from New York [Mr. Dix] that his 
argument against the bill was controverted by the 
fact that he had given a casting vote for the annex- 
ation of Texas. He thought it impossible to settle 
this question on any geographical line. He did 
not believe that members would come back here 
next session in better temper, and more disposed 
to settle the question. He believed that the coun- 
try eee into an alarming condition. But 
he would not cease to hope. Although he stood, 
like the man in the almanac, pierced through with 
a thousand arrows, he wou never cease in his 
endeavors to bring this question to a settlement. 
He might fail now; but he would renew his efforts 
hereafter. He would rely on the constitutional 
mode of settling the question by the Supreme 
Court. In this dark and gloomy hour, that was 
the dial-plate which glittered through, and which 
he trusted would wails us to a safe and harmo- 
nous result. He moved to refer the bill to the 
Committee on Territories. 

_Mr. DOWNS said, that he had suggested a di- 
vision of the Territory of Oregon into two Gov- 
ernments, the one embracing that part below thirty- 


Sx degrees, and the other above. He would now | 


ourt, it adopted the very best course, | 
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a — 
| give notice of his intention to move an amendment, | 


| which he sent to the chair, and which he asked 
| to have printed, embracing the principle of the 
Missouri compromise. 

Mr. BADGER rose to address the Senate. 

Mr. KING said, there was no question before 
_, the Senate. 

Mr. DICKINSGN. The question of reference 
is not debatable. 

Mr. YULEE. Ifthe Senator from North Caro- 
lina will give way, I will make a motion to permit 
him to proceed. 

Mr. FOOTE hoped no friend of the compromise 
would interpose an objection to the freest discus- 
sion. He insisted that the Senator from North 
|| Carolina should proceed, as the Senator from Del- 
|| aware had been permitted to do. 


|| Mr. BADGE 





| He would, for the sake of having an opportunity 
| to say a few words, move that the bill be indefi- 
| nitely postponed. He then gave, briefly, some of 
the reasons which had brought him to the conclu- 


| 

| South. 

| Mr. CLAYTON made a few remarks in reply. 

| Mr. BADGER withdrew his motion to postpone. 
The CHAIR decided that the Senator had no 

| right to withdraw his motion, without the consent 

of the Senate. 


Chair. 
The appeal was laid on the table. 

Mr. PHELPS expressed a hope that the bill 
|| would be referred to a proper committee. He de 


was prepared to meet the responsibility of the po- 


indebted to his friend from North Carolina, [Mr. 





all the rights of the South. 
|| Mr. P.,) I can no longer be charged with surren- 


| statements which had been made here and else- 
| where. He had hoped he had sufficiently explained 


| his course, but it was not so: every breeze from | 


} the North assailed him and the bill. 

'| The committee who had charge of the bill were 
|| sent there to perform certain duties. These duties 
|| were not to go to fisticuffs in the committee-room 
|| for sectional objects. He had a duty to his coun- 
|| try to perform, and not a mere duty to a section. 


| If any objected to the bill, let them submit such || 


|| proposition as in their judgment would extricate 
| us from the embarrassment in which we are placed. 

Mr. MANGUM moved that the Senator from 
North Carolina have leave to withdraw his motion 
for indefinite postponement. : 

Mr. BADGER said he did not wish for leave. 

Mr. MANGUM withdrew the motion. 

The question was then taken, by yeas and nays, 
on the motion of indefinite postponement, and de- 
cided as follows: 

YEA—Mr. Yulee—1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Bald- 
win, Bell, Benton, Borland, Bradbury, Bright, Butler, Clarke, 
Clayton, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Missis- 
sippi, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, Downs, Felch, Fitz- 


| 
| 
| 


Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, King, 


Lewis, Mangum, Mason, Metcalfe, Miller, Niles, Pearce, 


| 

| 

| 

| Walker, and Wesicott—47. 

Mr. FOOTE, when his name was called, stated, 


| 


negative, not because he intended to commit 
himself in support of the bill, (for he knew noth- 





opinion that every bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives ought to be received and treated with 
due consideration and respect. 


The bill was then referred to the Committee on || not sus 


Territories. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON the Senate pro- | 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill making ap- || 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses || 


of the Government for the year ending on the 30th 
of June, 1849. ’ 3 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 


|| dering the rights of the North. He desired the | 


gerald, Foote, rhea Hamlin, Houston, Johnson of 


said he desired no permission. | 


sion that the bill had surrendered the rights of the | 


Mr. BADGER appealed from the decision of the | 
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of those amendments of the Committee on Finance 
not yet acted on. 

The first amendment was that relating to striking 
out the appropriation of $50,000 for the removal of 
the obstruction in the harbor at Savannah river. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the amendment by inserting, after the word ‘river,’ 
‘caused by sinking vessels during the revolution- 





ary war.’ 

This led to a brief debate; when the question was 
taken by yeas and nays, and decided in the nega- 
tive, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Clarke, Clayton, 
Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Downs, Greene, 
Jolinson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Metcalfe, Mil- 
ler, Phelps, Spruance, Upham, and Westeott—IL&. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Bor- 
land, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Butier, Calhoun, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, Douglas, Feich, Fitz- 
gerald, Foote, Hamlin, Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, King, 
Lewis, Mangum, Mason, Niles, Rusk, Sturgeon, Turney, 
Walker, and Yulee—31. 


After a brief debate, the question was taken on 
agreeing with the committee to strike out the ap- 
propriation, and decided in the affirmative by the 
following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Bor- 
land, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Butler, Cathoun, Davis of 
, Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, Douglas, Downs, Felch, 
Fitzgerald, Foote, Hamlin, Hannegan, Houston, fiunter, 
Johnson of Georgia, King, Lewis, Mason, Niles, Phelps, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Sturgeon, Turney, Walker, and Westcott 
—35. 
NAYS—Measrs. Badg’r, Baldwin, Bell, Clarke, Corwin, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Greene, Johuson of Mary- 


|, land, Johnson of Louisiana, Metcalfe, Miller, Pearce, Spru- 


| sired a free discussion, until the country should |! 
'| wake up and understand the merits of the bill. He || 


1} 

'| sition he had assumed; he was willing to meet his || 
|| constituents and to defend his course, and he had | 
| no apprehensions about the result. He was deeply | 


Bapcer,] who had completely vindicated his (Mr. | 
P.’s) course, when he said that the bill surrendered | 
In that case, (said || 


| bill to go to a committee, to Igok into this and other | 


ance, and Upham—15. 


The next amendment taken up was for the in- 
sertion of an appropriation of $50,000 for the ex- 
| tinguishment of the claims of the Spanish Govern- 
ment against the United States; when— 

Mr. BALDWIN rose and addressed the Senate 
at great length, characterizing the claims not only 
| as preposterous, but as absolutely offensive to the 
Government. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, followed at some 
length against the amendment. 

Messrs. BADGER and BUTLER sustained the 
| amendment, and Mr. HALE spoke et it. 

And the question was taken on its adoption, and 
| decided in the affirmative, as follows: 


|| WEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Bell, Butler, 


Phelps, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, ‘l'urney, Upham, | 
by ee of the Senate, that he should vote | 
in the 


ing of its character,) but simply because he was of | 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge, Downs, 
| Foote, Hanvegan, Hunter, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson 
of Georgia, King, Lewis, Mangum, Mason, Pearce, Sebas- 
|| tian, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—24. 
NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Berrien, Bright, Clarke, Clay- 
| ton, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dix, Greene, Hale, 
Hamlin, Houston, Johnson of Maryland, Metcalfe, Miller, 


| Niles, Rusk, Spruance, Underwood, Upham, and Walker— 
| 2] 


And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, August 4, 1848. 


|| The Journal of yesterday having been read— 

| Mr. GRINNELL rose to move a correction. 
| It was stated on the Journal that Mr. Grinnew., 
| from the Committee on Commerce, to which was 
|| referred the Senate bill making appropriations for 
| light-houses, light-boats, &c., reported the sare 
back to the House without amendment. The 

entry on the Journal was incorrect; the bill was 
| reported back to the House with sundry amend- 
| ments. The Journal was corrected accordingly, 
| and was st ; 
| * Mr. FRENCH moved a suspension of the rules 
' to enable him to move that the Senate biil to com- 
'| pensate Colonel R. M. Johnson for the use of the 
| Choctaw Indian Academy, lying on the Speaker’s 

table, be taken up, and referred to the Committee 

on Indian Affairs: Ayes 24, noes 42. No quorum 
| voting— 

Mr. CHASE moved that there be a call of the 

| House. Disagreed to: Ayes 14, noes 104. 
| The question was again put on Mr. Frencn’s 
|| motion, and there were: Ayes 73, noes 63. Two- 
'| thirds not voting in the affirmative, the rules were 
nded. 
|| Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
| the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
|| Whole on the private calendar. Rejected. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. HOLMES, of New York, the 
|| House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
| on the state of the Union, (Mr. Asumun, of Mas- 
| sachusetis, in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 


' 





EMI: 
Te 


ere 


7 
: 
# 


pal 4 


— 


a A 
ee 


gees 


iy 


eee 


oh le 
Se male Oe Sgt ial oe 


ar Ste RAL 








r 
a 
id 


” 


Ea eae 4 Pa 


as 


SF Re tye, » 


ee 


4 


ihe 


1032 


eration of the bill making appropriations for the 
support of the army for the year ending the 30th 
June, 1849, 

Mr. DANIEL, who had the floor from the mid- 
night adjournment yesterday, then proceeded to 
address the committee on the general topics which 
have been the subjects of discussion for some ime 
past. 
dix.] 

Mr. BOTTS, chairman ofthe Military Committee, 
then brought the House back to the business before 
it. He said, that having but about forty minutes 
of the time left him in which the debate must close, 
he could not go atany length into the subject which 
the House might perhaps remember was properly 
before it, viz: the consideration of the army appro- 
priation bill, Some day next week, perhaps, if he 
should succeed in obtaining the floor, he might 
make a speech on general politics, and have an 
opportunity of defining his position, if, indeed, it 
required any definition, which he could hardly 
suppose, as he stood to-day just where he had 


stood for the last twenty years, 
As chairman of the Military Committee, he 
would now endeavor to state the circumstances 


under which the military bill had been reported to 
the House, and the attitude of the Military Com- 
mittee in regard to it. It would, he supposed, 
have been naturally expected, that the committee 
to whom was assigned the official charge of the 
military affairs which would require the action of 
the House, should have made their own esti- 
mates for the number of the army, and would 
have recommended such an establishment as they 
thought it was proper and judicious for the coun- 
try to retain in time of peace. The reason it 
had not been done was, that the House had re- 
cently received information from the 
tive of the conclusion of a treaty of peace with 
Mexico, and since then he aupposed the depart- 
ment had had no opportunity to prepare and fur- 
nish the necessary estimates to the committee. 
Some two or three weeks since, a member of the 
committee had introduced a resolution of inquiry, 
asking from the President certain information 
which was required by the committee to enable 
them to discharge their duty in this matter, and it 
had bedh but two days ago that the answer had 
been received, It had been read and ordered to be 
printed, but it had not yet been laid on the tables 


of members. This morning, however, Mr. B. had | 
by some industry succeeded in obtaining a printed | 
copy of a part of the documents accompanying the | 
President's message, and has given them some | 


examination 

And here Mr. B. must be permitted to remark, 
with all due respect for the Committee of Ways 
and Means, that, in his opinion, that committee 
had somewhat transcended its proper sphere, and 
had taken the appropriate business of the Commit- 


tee on Military Affairs out of its hands, by pro- | 


posing to this House what should constitute a 


military peace establishment for the country. Mr. | 


B. had at ene time felt disposed to move that the 
Military Committee be discharged from all further 
consideration of the business referred to it, or that 
the honorable chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means should be complimented with a pair of 
epaulets. 
to a brevet. 

The Secretary of War had furnished to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means his estimates for the 
yearon the basis of one hundred men toa company. 
Phe committee had called on him for a further esti- 
mate on the basis of sixty-four men to a company; 
and also for a third on the basis of forty-two mén 
to a company; and, having obtained these several 
estimates, the chairman, without waiting to ascer- 
tain what were the views of the military commit- 
tee, came into the House and presented a bill 
founded on the hypothesis of forty-two privates to 
a company. 

Mr. B. here went into statistics as to the num- 
ber of regiments in the different branches of the 
army, and then went on to say that if the House 
should adopt the bill from the Geansiias of Ways 
and Means, and authorize an army with no more 
than forty-two men to a company, we should have, 
with our vastly-extended frontier, reaching from 
the Rio Grande and including the new Territories 
of New Mexico and California, an arm consisting 
of but six thousand six hundred and thirty-six 
vrivates; and this while the Secretary of War in | 


iis report expressly stated that not less than five | 


{This speech will be found in the Appen- | 


Execu- | the matter, it would be proper first to decide 


[A laugh.) He was certainly entitled |' 
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'| thousand men would be required for the new Terri- | 
tories and the frontier alone, leaving but one thou- 
sand six hundred and thirty-six for the whole of || 
the United States proper. 

{[Mr. B. here read extracts from the Secretary’s | 
letter. J 

The military committee had taken this letter into 
consideration, and had directed Mr. B. to offer an 
amendment to the last section of the bill reported | 
from the Committee of Ways und Means, fixing | 
the standing army of the country at ten thousand, 
exclusive of officers and employés. He was in- | 
structed also to propose that the committee strike | 
out the estimates founded on the basis of forty-two 
men to a company, and substitute those for sixty- |) 

| four men to a company, which would give us an | 

_army of about ten thousand privates. 

If he could get the assent of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, he should pro- 
pose that, in conaidering the bill, the committee 
should adopt a course different from that usually 
pursued, and take up first in order the Jast section |) 
of the bill, that it might decide, in the first place, 
what the total number of the army should be, 

_and then shape the rest of its legislation accord- 

| ingly. 

Mr. B. proceeded to state, that by the law of 
May, 1546, the companies were to consist of sixty- | 
four men each, the President being empowered, if 
he thought fit, to raise them to one hundred men 
each. By the law, then, as it now stood, the army 
would be placed on a basis of sixty-four men to a 
company. Ifthe plan of the Committee of Ways 
and Means should be adopted, this law must of 
course be repealed, and accordingly that repeal | 
constituted the last section of their bill. 

That the House might act understandingly in 


| 

whether it would have a peace establishment of || 

6,000 men only, or one of 10,000; if the House de- ! 

| cided to adopt the former, then he need not pro- } 
pose any amendment to the bill; but if it should | 

repeal this, then he would offer an amendment, || 

| 


which he sent to the Clerk’s table to be read for | 
information. 1) 

| Mr. VINTON inquired whether he correctly | 
understood the honorable gentleman to say, that | 
with companies numbering forty-two privates, the 
army would amount to but 6,000 men? 
Mr. BOTTS. It will amount to 6,636 men. || 
Mr. VINTON said he would send to the Clerk’s | 
table the estimate furnished by the War Depart- | 
ment, showing the actual number of men that the | 
army would contain on that basis. | 


‘| The estimate was read, and it stated the number 
| at 9,801. 

Mr. BOTTS said this difference was easily ex- | 
plamed. His own estimate embraced only the || 
fighting men: while that of the Department covered | 
all persons employed, of every description, black- || 
smiths, artificers, sutiers, d&c. 


Mr. HALL, of New York, inquired of Mr. || 


Borts how he made out his number of privates ? 
| Mr. BOTTS stated that he estimated in 15 || 
regiments 48 companies; and 48 multiplied by 42 || 
men for each company, gave 2,016. Eleven other | 
regiments, with 110 companies, made 4,620 men: 
add the two together, and it amounted (by his 
arithmetic) to 6,636. 
Mr. HALL inquired whether Mr. B. included |) 
the regiments for Oregon? And he then went into | 
details, and sundry explanations took place be- | 
tween him and Mr. B. \| 
_ Mr. BOTTS went on to say that the — | 
would come up in the first place as to the total |) 
strength of the army. The Military Committee 
thought that 10,000 was as low a number as pro- 
priety would permit, and if the sum appropriated | 
in the committee’s bill was sufficient for the support 
of that number, then there was no longer any faith | 
in estimates. According to the estimates furnished | 
by the War Department, it would be very far || 
from enough. \| 
Mr. VINTON here explained. The estimates || 
furnished to the Committee of Ways and Means | 
by the Secretary of War made the sum required | 
for an army with 100 men to acompany, including || 
the three months’ extra pay yoted by the House, || 
$13,858,000; with sixty-four men to a company, 
$11,325,000; and with forty-two men, $10,955,000. 
Mr. BOTTS here read again the amendment he 
proposed offering. He said that the object of the | 
existing law in empowering the President to raise 
the number of a company to 100 men, if in his 





| quire it, was to meet the case when more men w 


| to bestow on many of them. 


the United States. 


| the President.” 








ete 


ug. 4, 


judgment the exigencies of the service should re. 


: ° ° ere 
required in some portions of the country than were 
necessary in other places. Mr. B. confessed that 


his own personal views differed from those of some 
other members of the Military Committee. H,. 
should himself have preferred having 64 men to 4 
company, and leaving the President the discretion. 


| ary power to increase them to 100. 


r. COBB, of Alabama, here obtained the floo 
(among many competitors,) and commenced | 
complaining of his hard fate in not having obtained 


r, 


the floor, though he had so often endeavored to 


catch the eye of the Speaker. (He regretted thay 
that honorable gentleman was not now present, be- 
fore whom he had made so many efforts withou, 
success.) He assured the Chairman, and could 
have assured the Speaker, too, that his object had 


_ been to speak, in good faith, to the subject prop. 
_ erly before the House, and not to go off, as had too 


often been done, on matters entirely foreign to it, 
He had now only ten minutes left, in which to tej] 


_ the House and the country why the business com. 


mitted to his charge had not been done. Neither 
the Speaker nor the Chairman needed to have been 


/s0 much afraid of giving him the floor, lest he 


should speak on the polities of the country; they 
need not have been so much afraid that he was go. 
ing to demolish the Whigs entirely, [laughter,} as 
that there would not be as much of them left as 
was found where the Kilkenny cats had been fight- 
ing. Not at all; he left that business to his con- 
stituents, who would no doubt give a good account 
of them in November. They had not sent him 
here to do that; they were well able to do it all 
themselves, and they would do it well. He only 
asked the Whigs to look at the election returns 
from Alabama; there was no need that he should 
consume an hour every day in the week to attack 
the Whig brethren; and he had no desire on this 
occasion to wound their feelings. [Much merri- 
ment on both sides.} He had attempted to get 
the floor no less than seventy-two times. He had 


|| papers in his possession which he had been very 
| anxious to get an opportunity to present; he had 
| been ready and waiting; the blame did not lie at 


hisdoor. (He wished the honorable Speaker was 
within the sound of his voice.) He wanted to 
offer an amendment to this bill allowing the sol- 
diers to locate their land warrants in forty-acre 
tracts, instead of entering 160 acres in one body. 
He was very sure he need only bring the question 
before the House, and they would make this little 
alteration. He did not complain of any illiberality 
in the House toward the soldiers; not at all; the 
House had shown a disposition to be very kind to 
them: but this little matter for which he asked was 
the last reward they would have an opportunity 
It would be a great 
benefit to the soldier. He wanted that he should 
have the liberty of locating his warrant in forty- 
acre tracts. [A voice, ‘* Where?’’} Anywhere in 
[A laugh.] 

Mr. C. stated the present value of soldiers’ war- 
rants in Alabama, and went on to show how great 
a benefit the United States would gain by comply- 
ing with his request; since thereby they would have 
a large amount of their poor land taken up, which 
otherwise would never be sold. There ought to 
be restrictions, to be sure; but it would be a great 
benefit as well to the Government as to the sol- 
dier. 

He presumed there was no need of his pronoun- 
cing any eulogies on the soldier; that had been al- 
ready done. ho had not heard of the brilliant 
and glorious victcries of Palo Alto and Resaca de 
la Palma? Why need he refer to the glorious field 
of Buena Vista, or the conquest of Monterey? 
These, and many more, were all fresh in the minds 
of every member of the House. They were ap- 
preciated, fully appreciated; and he was persuad 
the House was willing and eager to do everything 
for the soldier that could testify its gratitude. He 
had heard it charged here that the army had shrunk 
from the British lion. [Voices: ‘* Not the army; 
Well, it had been asserted here 
that James K. Polk had shrunk from meeting the 
British lion. Let him tell gentlemen who had 


made such a disgraceful insinuation, that it was not 


the case. So we had heen told that if we dared to 


annex Texas, the British lion would interpose. 
But he would take the liberty to tell gentlemen that 
neither James K. Polk nor the American army 
ever had trembled before the British lion, or ever 
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jid not hear with sufficient exactness to attempt 
ra report, Mr. C. added: Nor need he say to that 
committee What had been the effect of these im- 
mortal triumphs of the American arms. Not only 
were they viewed with the utmost gratitude and 
ide by our own countrymen; they had command- 
ed the admiration of foreign nations. They had 
erected A monument to the American name more 
enduring than the everlasting hills: the world, the 
world wes lost in wonder, when they contemplated 
what had been opposed to us, and with what means 
we had triumphed over it. 

Mr. C. said much more, which the reporter was 
ynable to follow. The speech produced a great 
eensation in the House; insomuch that when the 
hour allotted for debate arrested Mr. C., there was 
a universal ery of **Go on! go on!’’ * Leave! 
leave !?? mixed with shouts of merriment. 
general debate having now been brought to aclose— 

Mr VINTON availed himself of the privilege of 
the rule, as chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to close the debate. It had not been 
his intention to say anything, in addition to the 
statement he had made when the bill was first 
tuken up, of the facts on which the bill was based, 
and of the estimates sent in by the Secretary of 
War to the Committee of Ways and Means; nor 
should he now deem it necessary to say anything, 
had not the gentleman from Virginia, the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, [Mr. 
Borrs,] felt it his duty to arraign the Committee 
of Ways and Means for having presented this bill 
to the House, and had not the gentleman claimed 
that the Committee of Ways and Means had in- 
fringed upon his jurisdiction. Now, he was very 
sure that the Committee of Ways and Means had 
enough to do in attending to their own appropri- 
ate business, not to feel any disposition whatever 
to infringe upon the appropriate duties of the hon- 
orable gentleman from Giese. But, if any apol- 
ogy was necessary for what the Committee of 
Ways and Means had done, he did think that a 
bare allusion to the circumstances under which this 
bill had been reported, would satisfy every man 
that they had at least done no more than their duty. 
What were the facts? Sometime early in the ses- 
sion the Committee of Ways and Means had re- 
orted a bill predicated upon the war estimates. 

hat bill, as a matter of course, had been super- 
seded by the return of peace, and was necessarily 
recommitted to the Committee of Ways and Means 
to await the new estimates predicated upon the 
new condition of the country. 

On the 12th of June this » lal by a very large 
vote, kad passed a resolution proposing to adjourn 
on the 17th of July last. It was not until the 29th 
of June that the Secretary of War had sent esti- 
mates to the Committee of Ways and Means, pre- 
dicated upon what that department recommended 
as the appropriations which should be made for 
the current fiscal year. These estimates had not 
come into his hands until the first of July, seven- 
teen days only before the time on which the House 
had proposed to adjourn. In the mean time, the 
had heard nothing from the Committee on Mill- 
tary Affairs. The Committee of Waysand Means 
had directed him to ask the Secretary of War for 
additional estimates—for estimates based on the 
supposition that the army was composed of sixty- 
four men to the company, instead of one hundred 
to the company, and also upon the supposition 
that the army was returned back to the condition 
in which it was at the commencement of the Mex- 
ican war. These estimates were forwarded to the 
Committee of Ways and Means; but they were 
not sent to that committee so that the bill could be 
reported to the House until, he thought, the 17th 
of last July, the very day on which the House 
had proposed to adjourn. As yet they had heard 
nothing from the Committee on Military Affairs. 

When the bill had been reported on the 17th 
of July, he had endeavored to get a special order 
for it, so that it would come up before the Oregon 
bill; but it had been the pleasure of the House to 
postpone it till after the Oregon bill, and, notwith- 
standing his repeated efforts to take up the bill, it 
was not until the 2d of August that he had been 
enabled to get it up at all. And yet the Committee 
on Military Affairs had presented movie to the 
House, had reported nothing, and they had now 
little more than one week from this time to the 
adjournment. He now appealed to the chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, what would 


would. After a few remarks, which the reporter 


The | 


| if the Committee of Ways and Means had lain all 

| this time without ever reporting the army bill, the 
gravest, the most important, the most difficult of 
all the appropriation bills, except the civil and dip- 
lomatic appropriation bill? 

Mr. BOTTS said the Military Committee, or the 
chairman of the Military Committee, were not at 
all responsible for any decision of the two Houses 
of Congress upon the adjournment. They had had 
no estimates before them—no data on which they 
could found calculations as to the peace establish- 
ment. The report was sent in day before yester- 
day; the gentleman’s bill had been upon the table 
for some time; the gentleman had been pressing 
its consideration, and he (Mr. B.) had been obliged 
to ask the House to stave it off till they could get 
some information from the War Department. That 
information, as he had before said, had only been 
received day before yesterday, and even now it had 
not been printed, and the only information which 
they had to act upon was that which they could 
|| get from the Committee of Ways and Means. 


port? 
received day before yesterday, and was now in the 


Committee on Military Affairs, or this House. 

Mr. VINTON. When did you call upon the 
Secretary of War? 

Mr. BOTTS. More than two weeks ago. 

Mr. VINTON. Two weeks ago! 

Mr. BOTTS. When did we have the procla- 
mation of peace? We could not do it before. 

Mr. VINTON continued. We had the procla- 
mation of peace about the last of June, he be- 
lieved. Now, it was true that the Committee on 





House having fixed the day of adjournment when 
they had, but he believed they were just as re- 
sponsible as the Committee of Ways and Means 

were. They were no more nor no less respon- 
sible. 

Mr. HARALSON said the President’s message 
communicating the news of peace also communi- 
cated certain important information on the subject 
they were now discussing. There had been a call 
made on the Secretary of War on the 26th of June, 
he believed, for information as to what number 
now consiituted the army, and what would be the 
number of its officers when at the maximum au- 
thorized by law. That communication, like the 
message, had laid upon the Speaker’s table until 
within afew days, when it had been referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. It had not, 
therefore, been possible for the Committee on 
Military Affairs, with this communication lying 
on the Speaker’s table, to have taken any authori- 
tative action, for they had not the information on 
which to proceed. 

A conversation here occurred between Messrs. 
HARALSON and TOOMBS as to the basis of 
the number of privates in each company which 
this bill proposed to establish; the former gentle- 
man sealing the law of the 13th May, 1846, which 
| authorizes the President to increase the number to 
| one hundred men in each company, to be reduced 

to sixty-four whenever the exigencies of the ser- 

vice permit, and expressing his understanding that 
| the bill, if passed, would leave the number at six- 
| ty-four; and the latter gentleman stating that the 
| bill expressly proposed to repeal the law of 1846, 
thereby reviving the law of 1842, which fixed the 
number of men in each company at forty-two, 
under the peace establishment, 

Mr. VINTON continued. The law which the 
gentleman from Georgia had read was not the law 
which provided the peace establishment; it was a 
war bill. 
was precisely that fixed by 








| 


Military Affairs were not responsible for this | 


Mr. VINTON. Did the Committee on Military | 
Affairs call on the Secretary of War for this re- |, 
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é to where 
it was prior to the Mexican war; and the law 


which the gentleman from Georgia called the peace 
establishment was what he (Mr. V.) called the 
war bill, and which changed the peace establish- 
ment. It was true, he ought not to throw his loose 
opinions in the way of the weighty ones of the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
| and those who had the appropriate charge of mat- 
ters of this kind. 
But to come back from this digression to what 
he was stating. Now, when they had but litte 
more than a week to the close of the session of 
Congress, no proposition having come from the 
| Committee on Military Affairs, the Committee of 

Ways and Means are arraigned before this House 

because they have reported a bill which, while it 
| furnished the appropriations that were necessary 

for the support of the army, provided for the de- 
crease of the army toa peace establishment. The 
gentleman from Virginia had said, what was un- 
doubtedly true, that the Committee on Military 
| Affairs had called two weeks ago upon the Secre- 
| tary of War for a report. Well, the Committee 
of Ways and Means had called a month ago; and 


|| if the gentleman had been as diligent as the Com- 


Mr. BOTTS. Most unquestionably we called || mittee of Ways and Means had been, he would 


upon the President for the report; that report was | 


| have got the report before now. The Committee 


|| of Ways and Means had got three different esti- 
hands of the printer, and had not now been laid | 


before the Committee of Ways and Means, the || reported. 


| mates; on the Ist of July they had got this bill 
He suspected the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs had not even asked any questions of 
the War Department until this last bill had been 
reported. ‘That was all he had to say. If the 
| Committee of Ways and Means had waited for 

the Committee on Military Affairs to make their 
| inquiries atthe War Department, in the first place, 
| then to agree upon and report a bill for the regula- 
| tion of the peace establishment, and then get it 
| through this House, that they might predica'e 
their appropriation bill upon it, he thought at this 
late hour of the session there would have been 
great danger that the time they had fixed for ad- 
| journment would have come before they had done 
anything towards making the necessary appropri- 
| ations for the support of the army for the current 
year; and how would the Committee of Ways 
and Means have been able to vindicate themselves 
before the House and the country for running such 
hazard ? 

Mr. GENTRY said it seemed to him unfortu- 
nate, without intending to cast blame upon any- 
| body, that the Committee on Military Affairs had 
| not reported a bill to determine what should be the 
| peace establishment of the United States, now that 
| the war was terminated. The chairman of the 
| Committee of Ways and Means had reported the 
| appropriation bill for the support of the army for 
the ensuing year. Itseemed tohim (Mr. G.) that 
a preliminary question should be disposed of be- 
fore they proceeded to the details of that bill. He 
| desired to inquire of the gentleman how it was that 
| it was proposed to test the sense of this House as 
| to what should be the peace establishment of the 
| country? It seemed to him that they ought, by 
| resolution or in some specific form, to test the 
| sense of the House as to what should be the peace 
establishment, before they went into the details of 
the appropriation bill; then those would follow, as 
a matter of course. 
| Now, he doubted very much for himself, and it 
was a grave, a very grave and serious question, 

whether the old peace establishment was compe- 
‘tent for the present time. We had acquired a 
large territory; we had bound ourselves by treaty 
stipulations to protect the Mexicans from the in- 
cursions of the Indian tribes who lived upon those 
territories; we were about to extend our laws to 
| Oregon; there were Indians there, and we would 








fixed the peace establishment, and which gave | 


forty-two men to each company. That was in- 
tended to be a skeleton army, which might be 
filled up, antag’ whenever a state of war arose. 
Well, astate of war had arisen, and the act of 13th 
May, 1846, had undertaken to enlarge this arm 

by filling up this skeleton to one hundred in eac 

company, at the discretion of the President, and 
not below sixty-four. 


| 


i| 
The number porpead under this bill |) try? 
e law of 1842, which i} 


| need a brigade of men in each of these Territories. 
| Now, would there be enough in the old peace es- 
tablishment for the present condition of the coun- 





Mr. VINTON, in reply to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, would say, that when they came to the 
items of the bill for pay and subsistence, they 
could fix the amount according as they determined 
whether we should have forty-two, sixty-four, or 
one hundred men to each company. ‘There was 
no difficulty at all; it was all imaginary. As he 
had stated the other day, supposing that the House 
might probably entertain a different opinion from 


Now, at the return of | the Committee of Ways and Means, the commit~ 


peace, the proposition was to return to our peace || tee had taken the precaution to procure three dif- 
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ferent sets of estimates—-one predicated upon the 
employment of one hundred men to the compa- 
ny, another upon the employment of sixty-four, 
and another of forty-two men to the company, 
with the addition of those troops which had been 
authorized to be raised since the commencement 
of the Mexican war; and, as he had said the other 
day, whichever of these bases the committee saw 
fit to adopt, the blanks could be filled in half an 
hour. 


Mr. BOTTS desired to ask a question of the | 


gentieman: What difference did the gentleman 
propose by his bill to make between the peace es- 
tallishiment now, and the peace establishment at 
the time the war with Mexico began? 

Mr. VINTON had stated the other day, very 
specifically, once or twice. He did not know 


whether the chairman of the Committee on Mili- 


tary Affairs had listened or not. 

Mr. BOTTS said, if he had, he could not have 
heard the gentleman from his seat. 

Mr. VINTON would now repeat that this bill 
was based on the supposition that the army would 
be reduced back to what it was at the com- 
mencement of the war with Mexico, with the ad- 
dition of a company of engineers of 100 men, 
who had been raised since the commencement of 
the Mexican war; with the addition also of one 
regiment of mounted riflemen, which consisted, 
men and officers together, of 1,181 men, and the 
further addition of eight companies of artillery, 
which had been added to the regular army since 
the commencement of the war. If this bill, then, 
became a law, the army would stand first where it 
was under the peace establishment of 1842, and 
at the commencement of the war with Mexico, 
with the addition of these eight companies of arul- 
lery, this regiment of mounted riflemen, and this 
company of engineers. That would be the army. 
Now, the gentleman from Virginia (the chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs) had said 
if this bill became a law, our army would be 
but 6,000 men. The gentleman had represented 
him (Mr. V.) as a military man. He was not 
very ambitious in that respect; but of one thing he 
would assure the gentleman, whenever he under- 
took any military exploit, he would know the num- 
ber of the army he was to command. [A laugh.] 
The gentleman said that under this bill the army 
would consist of but 6,000 men: now, he had be- 


fore him the returns of the Secretary of War, made | 


in December, 1845, which showed the army, under 
the peace establishment, (to which they proposed 
to reduce it,) to consist of 6,040 men, rank and file, 
and 8,616 men, officers included. And, in addi- 


tion, there were now eight companies of artillery, | 
this regiment of mounted riflemen of 1,181 men, | 


and this company of engineers of 100 men. That, 
he would answer the gentleman, was the army of 
the chairman of the Committee uf Ways and 
Means. (Laughter. 
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| The Commissary General of the War Department | under the pressure of circumstances, 





lie Aug. 4, 


The SESSi0n 


_ Seemed to suppose that that would bring down this | was so far advanced, and so near its end, that it 


rifle regiment—which was raised by a law subse- 
quent to the law of 13th May, 1846—to 64 men 


|| was not possible that they could have vindicated 
themselves before the country, if they had neglecteq 


in the company, and had put down the number of | to report a bill. The very fact that they were now 


the regiment at 765 men; whereas the repeal of 


this act of May, 1846, would not touch this rifle | consideration of this bill was just begun, show 
That remained at 1,181 men, and the | 


army, consequently, would be some 400 or 500 | Ways and Means had not been in haste. 
larger than provided for by the estimates which |! . Mr. 


regiment. 


had been sent in to the committee. 
_ Mr. BOTTS said he had read the letter of the 
Secretary of War this morning, who thought it 


would require 5,000 men additional to protect the | 


country we had acquired from Mexico during this 
war. Now, if you took 5,000 men from the army 
+ om for by the Committee of Ways and 

eans, he desired to know what would be the 
remnant of the army, and how much it would be 


| | 
_ reduced below what it was before the war? Accord- 


| ing to the gentleman’s estimate, the army would 
number something like 9,000 men under this bill. 
Take 5,000 from them for the new territories, and 
it would leave but 4,000. He asked the gentleman 
if he would have thus reduced the army before the 


it thus now? 
from the War Department be read. 

Mr. VINTON, (continuing.) That could be 

read after he was through. In reply to the gentle- 


_man, he would say, if five thousand men were re- || 
quired in Mexico and California, it would leave, | 


as a matter of course, about five thousand men at 


the disposition of the War Department for the | 


protection of other parts in the United States. He 
had not seen the communication to which the gen- 
tleman referred; but if five thousand men were 


required for the protection of New Mexico and | 


California, then he would be disposed to give those 
Territories back again. If five thousand men were 
required for their protection, and to carry out the 
guarantees of the treaty, it must involve the Gov- 
ernment in an annual expenditure of at least 


$5,000,000 to protect these worthless Territories; | 
and if that was the truth of the case, it was im- || 
ae for the country to know that this New || 

exico and California were to saddle this country || 


—to say nothing of the debt the war had brought 
upon us—according to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, with an annual expend- 
iture of $5,000,000. 

Mr. BOTTS. According to the Secretary of 
War. 

Mr. VINTON. 
tary of War. Now, if that was the case, it were 
better far for this country to give these Territories 
up at once, and beg Mexico to take them back. 

Mr. DICKEY explained, that he was in favor 
of the bill reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to reduce the army to what it was 
before the war, and of making use of the estimates 


Mr. HARALSON said the whole amount of the || based on that supposition; but he should be for 


army in its different corps, after the discharge of || giving a discretionary power to the President of | 
| the United States to enlarge the number of the 


those who were entitled to be discharged under the 
existing law, would be 8,866. This was shown 
by a report in Executive document No. 75, com- 
municated to the House on the 25th July. 

Mr. VINTON said it was always the case that 
there were vacancies to be filled up. These esti- 
mates were based on the supposition that these 


vacancies would be filled up to the number of a 
d 


two men in each company. If gentlemen wou 
look into the bill, they would find an item in it 


providing for enlistments, as a matter of course. | 


The estimates were on the supposition that the 
companies would be filled up as the War Depart- 


ment was authorized to fill them, by enlistment. | 


For instance, here was the estimate of the Com- 
missary General of Subsistence, who, as a matter 
of course, estimated for the number of persons 


tations for their rations. But, instead of the 
whole number of the army being but 6,000, as the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 


had stated, it was, as he had before said, exclusive | 


of officers, 9,891, including employés and all per- 


sons connected with the army. The Commissary | 


General, in making this estimate, had evident! 
fallen into an error with respect to the rifle regi- 
ment of some 400 mea. The Committee of 
Ways and Means had asked estimates from the 


Secretary of War, based on the supposition that | 


the act of 13th May, 1846, should be repealed. | 


| companies to be ee upon our frontiers in 

New Mexico and California, and he should restrict 
the aggregate number to what was proposed in this 
bill. At the proper time, he intended to propose 


|| an amendment to that effect. 


Mr. VINTON said, experience had shown that 
discretion thus vested was positive law. He was 
not for giving any such discretion. If there was 
to be any discretion of the kind, let the depart- 
ment come after it, and Congress would judge 
whether it should be given. If discretion was 
conferred, the army would be carried up to the 
maximum of the authority conferred upon the 
President of the United States. 


war? and if he would not, why should he reduce | 
He asked that the communication | 


Well; according to the Secre- | 


almost in the last hour of the session, and that the 


ed 


that, whoever had been tardy, the Committee of 


McLANE inquired if the gentleman mean, 
to make the necessary amendments in this bill tg 
provide for an additional force, either by refusing 
to repeal the act referred to in the second section 
of this bill, or by providing an additional regi. 
mental force? He made the inquiry, berause he 
aay if the chairman of the Committee of 

ays and Means, or any member of the Militar 
Committee did not, himself to offer such an amend. 
ment, in lieu of the second section of this bill, 

Mr. VINTON replied, that the Committee of 
Ways and Means were furnished with estimates 
| which would enable them to fill up the bill on the 
basis of one hundred men to the company; they 
were also furnished with estimates which would 
enable the bill to be filled up on the basis of sixty. 
four men to the company; and the bill, as it now 
stood, was on the basis of forty-two men to the 
| company. But, as to additional regimenis, as 
/a matter of course, the Committee of Ways and 
Means had no estimates. 

Mr. GENTRY. What would be the aggregate 
number of the army, supposing the companies to 
remain at sixty-four? 

Mr. VINTON. The Commissary General of 
| Subsistence estimates it at 13,115, exclusive of 
| Officers; that was all the military establishment, 

including employés and all connected with the 

army. Exclusive of officers, on the basis of one 
| hundred men to the company, the aggregate num- 
ber would be 20,292, and on the basis of forty-two, 
as adopted in the bill, it would be 9,891. 

Mr. McLANE (the floor being yielded) desired, 
in explanation of an amendment he should offer, 
providing for an increase of the army, to press 
upon the committee the urgent necessity for a mod- 
ification of this bill as it now stood before the com- 
mittee. And he should venture to hope that 
| honorable gentlemen, who were unwilling upon 

any terms to permit any portion of the army of 
| the United States to go to New Mexico or Califor- 
|| nia at all, would still, in view of the Texan fron- 
|| tier, consent to the modification of this bill. He 
|| did not believe the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means would refuse to send any force 
| to Oregon, and yet he did know that the force 
|| which was necessary 'to go to Oregon, he would 
| send there with great reluctance. ut he did not 
_ believe that was the sense of this committee, and 
| he did not believe, if this question was fairly dis- 
| cussed, or fairly met by this committee, that they 
| would refuse to make the necessary addition to the 
| army of the United States. He did not believe 
that any clamor, come from what quarter it might, 
|| from the other side of this House, or from any 
branch of this Government, would prevent this 
Congiees from giving ample protection to the west- 
ern frontier of this country. 
| Now, it was idle, in his judgment, to say that 
with 9,800 men we could take proper care of the 
Atlantic fortifications, of the works on the sea- 
board, and send a competent force 40 Oregon and 
California. If Atlantic men, men on the seaboard, 
were disposed to permit this loose idea of taking 
care of their fortifications with twenty or thirty 
men to prevail in this committee, with all respect 








to the judgment of honorable men here, he would 
| assure them that the military men of the country, 


Now, he did not || who were competent,-and who alone were compe- 


undertake to decide how many men it would re- || tent to give them acorrect opinion on this subject, 


this much he did know, if it should require any- 
thing like the force that was stated now to be 
estimated by the Secretary of War, it was a mis- 
erable bargain we had made in getting this country. 

He had heretofore stated the facts on which 
_ these estimates were predicated, and on which the 
bill was based. As a matter of course, the com- 
mittee would have them all before them, and they 


y | would hear what gentlemen had to say as to the 


| propriety of the increase of the army beyond what 
was proposed in this bill. The Committee of 
Ways and Means could not have desired to un- 
dertake to fix what should be the military peace 
| establishment of this country; but they had acted 





|| quire to protect New Mexico and California; but | decided that all four of the artillery regiments were 
authorized under the bill as it now stood, with the || 


exception of those officers who received commu- | 


required upon the seaboard. One hundred and 
eighty millions of dollars had already been invested 
in fortifications along the Atlantic coast. A sug- 
gestion controlling on this subject was, that when 
the artillery had been withdrawn from the fortifi- 
cations, and they were suffering on account of it, 
that artificers and laborers had been hired by the 
Engineer department at the rate of $25 or $30 per 
month, to keep these works in order. His friend 
from Illinois before him said they certainly could 
| not be needed. Would this committee believe 
that this Government, after the artillery regiments 
were withdrawn from these fortifications, would 
hire laborers and artificers to keep these works In 
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jerif they were not needed? Now, he submitted, 





or 

iering With him on this point, that they ought 

c egisiate on this question first with reference to 
g 





| to double the army! While he delivered to this 
yin entire respect to the judgment of individuals || House and the country, as the Executive of the 


| 


pe artillery force being retained on the Atlantic || 
yavoard; and then there were buteight regiments || 


of infantry left, at forty-two men to the company, || 
yhen filled. Gentlemen must not forget that to | 


yeep these companies up to forty-two men to the 
~ompany Was impossible, as it was to keep them 
ii] up to any standard. Vacancies must occur; 
there must necessarily be a deficiency, sometimes 
gore, sometimes less. But there would remain 
oily eight regiments of infantry for the western 
jontiers of the United States. Ten companies at 


Union, a homily against a standing army, he pro- 
posed to carry up the number in the companies 
from forty-two to one hundred men—more than 
doubling them—proposing. an increase of fifty- 
eight men to every company in the army of the 
United States! Now, let the President come out 
boldly and tell the country that the standing army 


| ought to be increased; that it ought to be more 


forty-two men each, would be four hundred and || 


wenty men to a regiment; if we allowed twenty 
men only for the deficiencies, there would be only 


siht regiments, atfour hundred men, or three thou- || 


gad two hundred men, for the whole military force 
of the United States. He had no other object in the 
yorld than to do his duty, when he said he knew 
it was idle to talk of three thousand two hundred 
nen protecting or garrisoning our western frontier 
posts. 

Now, he knew very well that he spoke to honor- 


able gentlemen who were reluctant to increase the | 


sanding army of thecountry. He knew thathonor- | 


avle gentlemen on his own side of the House were 
ixed in principle against any unnecessary increase 
of the standing army. He knew honorable gen- 
emen on the other side were active and zealous 
in their repugnance to any increase of the standing 
amy growing out of this war; he knew they were 
reluctant to add a single man to the army to take 
charge of the frontier acquired by the war; and, 
therefore, he chose to speak out his own judgment 
that the three thousand two hundred men to con- 
stitute the infantry force of this country were alto- 
gether insufficient. Yet this was the basis of the 
bill on which they were going to vote. Now, hon- 


orable gentlemen must not say it will do to take a | 


regiment temporarily for Oregon, another ranger 


regiment temporarily for Texas; for, whatever in- || 


than doubled, if the public exigency required it. 
Instead of this enormous increase of our standing 
army in time of peace, which the President saw fit 
covertly to recommend, he (Mr. T.) was opposed 
to a standing army. He would not have one, 
however small, upon this continent to-day, if he 
could help it. Our Government rested upon the 
people, not upon a standing army. With 10,000 
men we had marched into Mexico, conquered the 
country, and reduced her to our power; and now, 


| the war being closed, peace having been restored, 


the President, in the same message in which he 
congratulated the country upon it, recommended 
that the army should more than double that num- 
ber for a permanent peace establishment. General 
Scott, when he captured the city of Mexico, ac- 
cording to the official reports—which he (Mr. T.) 
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the peace establishment of the army to be increased 
one man, it would go on increasing until the army 
killed the Government under the Weight of its cor- 
ruption. He woald to God that this House would 
immediately disband every man in the regular 
army. Freemen did not want their lives, their 
persons, and property defended by hired merce- 
naries. We should not have a standing army of 
a man in time of peace. When we shut the doors 
of the temple of Janus, we ought to strip off the 
epaulets from every man in the Republic, to put 
the soldiers to work, and let the officers return to 


| their other employments. 


He was, then, in favor of the lowest standard— 
of forty-two men to the company. He called upon 
Republicans on all sides of the Sin to stand by 
the old Republican platform, and keep the army 
down. It was growing day by day. We could 
call our citizen-soldiers by thousands upon any 
emergency. If it cost ten times as sonia it was 


| better than to be saddled with a large standing 
| army, keeping them for years—a source of cor- 


acknowledged he had great difficulty in under- || 
| standing—had only 10,000 men, yet the President, 


while he said he did not want any increase of the 
army, asked for authority to double that number 
for the peace establishment ! 


a member of the Military Committee, (Mr. Burr,] 


proposed, he understood, to offer an amendment— || 
| which was highly beneficial,and for which he (Mr. 
| T.) should vote—which was not to increase the 
aggregate number of men beyond that proposed in || 


this bill, but to allow the President to carry up the 


companies which were sent to California and New | 


| Mexico to one hundred men, but not to increase 


the aggregate number. He was in favor of that. 


| He would not increase the army above 10,200 


dividuals might say, this country knew that these | 
ranger regiments needed always to become perma- | 


nent army regiments; and, until they became per- 


manent army regiments, they disorganized rather | 
Colonel Dodge had recom- || 
mended the ranger regiment under him to be con- || 


than promoted order. 


situted into a regular army regiment, to be placed 
under the rules and articles of war, to be enlisted 
in the same manner, and to be under the regular 
army control and discipline; and it had become the 
first regiment of dragoons, 

He had thus stated the considerations which in- 
duced him to desire this increase of force. He 


would at once add an additional regiment to aid | 


the mounted regiment for the western frontier; but, 


if the committee were unwilling to do this, then he | 
besought them to adopt the recommendation of the 


President of the United States, and strike out the 
second section of this bill, which repealed the act 
of 13th May, 1846, thus leaving with the President 
the discretion to keep the army up to seventeen 
thousand men, if required for the western frontier, 
and for the Atlantic seaboard, and to reduce it to 
sixty-four men to the company, which would be 
some twelve thousand or thirteen thousand men, 
if itwas found that a larger force was not re- 
uired. 

Mr. VINTON farther yielded to— 

Mr. TOOMBS, who said that he had proposed, 
in the Committee of Ways and Means, to reduce 
the army down to the peace establishment as it 
existed before the Mexican war, which the com- 
mittee had agreed to. They had accordingly re- 
ported a section to repeal the act of May 13, 1846, 
which gave the President discretion to carry up 
the number of men in each company to one hun- 
dred, Or to reduce it to sixty-four, as in his judg- 
ment the public exigencies required. By simply 
repealing that act, they let down the army to the 
old peace establishment, with the addition of the 
rifle regiment, eight companies of artillery, and the 
company of sappers and miners. 

Now, if the standing army under the 
establishment was to be increased, he desired it to 
be done openly. The President of the United 

tates, when he sentin his message congratulating 
the country upon the peace, had delivered a homily 
against an increase of the standing army, and in 
that very message, with his characteristic treat- 
ent of a subject, had recommended to Congress 








men, Officers included. 


Mr. McLANE inquired if it was proposed to | 
take the men from the companies on the seaboard | 


to fill up these western companies? 

Mr. BURT explained that his proposition was 
to fix the number of the army for the peace estab- 
lishment. He would prefer to have the peace es- 
tablishment greater than that proposed by the 


| Committee of Ways and Means. He would prefer 


to have the privates of the army amount to about 


10,000 men, which would bea slight increase. But | 
| no matter what might be the force—be it 10,000 or | 
| 8,000—his proposition in relation to the organiza- 

tion of that force was this: that forty-two should 





| 


| exceed 10,000. 


be the basis of a company of artillery, dragoons, 


| and infantry; and that the President should have | 
the discretion, if the exigencies of the service re- | 
| quired it, to increase the companies on particular | 
| duty to one hundred men; that no company should | 


be carried below forty-two men, and no company 
should be increased above one hundred. It was 


known that the forces which were to be sent to | 
Oregon, California, and New Mexico, should con- 
sist of a larger number of rank and file to the com- 


pany, than the companies which garrisoned the 


|| forts and other posts within the limits of the Uni- 
| ted States. 


Mr. TOOMBS understood the gentleman from 
South Carolina that the aggregate force should not 
Now, he could not carry some 
companies up to one hundred, unless he reduced 
sume below forty-two, without be increased the 


aggregate. The thing could not be done. He was || 


opposed to any such mode of increase of the army ; 


danger of a standing army was, that you put it 
in the diseretion of the President to increase it. 


‘There should be no discretion except where the | 


law could not speak. It was against the funda- 


mental principles of a republican government to || 


lace a standing military forcg in the hands of the 
ecutive. 


Another reason: There was no greater neces- | 


sity for the increase of our military force now 
than there was from 1821 to 1846, except the ac- 
quisition of New Mexico and California. We had 
given two regiments for them already. Then send 
on the men. If they were sent on, they were 


Mexico, Oregon, and California. This thing was 
going on to an alarming extent. If we permitted. 


| 








| enough to keep in check all the Indians in New | 


ruption and great danger to the Republic—in pre- 
aration for some emergency which might arise, 
hey had gloriously shown their readiness and 
their ability to defend their country on every bat- 
tle-field in Mexico. 
It was important, then, he admitted, to increase 


| the companies which were sent to New Mexico, 


|| we required. 











| California, and Oregon. 


| sort, 


He was in favor of that 


amendment. But he would not increase the ag- 


: ; '| gregate of the army. That was the difference 
The gentleman from South Carolina, who was || 


between his friend from South Carolina and him- 
self. 

Here Mr. Vinton’s hour expired, and the com- 
mittee proceeded to the consideration of amend- 
ments under the rule allowing five minutes’ ex- 
planations. 

Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, moved to amend 
the second section, so as to make the maximum 
number of men 64, instead of 42, for each com- 
pany. He believed, in the main, with the gentle- 
man from Georgia, that it was not necessary that 
this country should keep up a large standing army; 


| but it had been the policy of this Government from 


its commencement to keep up an army of some 
The question, then, was, to what should it 
be reduced? It would be well to examine what 
had been our history in this respect in times of 
peace, and whether we have a larger force than 
W hat was our army in 1808, 1809, 
1810, and 1811, a time of ce, when Jefferson 
and Madison made every effort to produce econ- 
omy in the expenditures of the Government? He 
stated the number of dragoons, infantry, and artil- 
lery in the economical times of Jefferson, the ag- 


| gregate of which was 9,170. In the then condition 
_of our country, that was the number of ourarmy. 


But he appehended that a larger force than that 
would now be requisite. It must be borne in mind 


| that we have but just terminated a war with Mex- 


ico. At the close cf the war of 1812, as now, it 
became a matter of great consequence to reduce 
the army, and the best judgment of the country 
was brought to bear on the question at that time. 
The result was, that the rank and file was limited 
to 10,000; and such was the state of the army 
from 1815 to 1821. In 1821, a great effort was 
made to break down the army, and the effort then 
made to reduce the army below the standard at 


| which it then stood was productive of great mis- 
| chief. 


He was well satisfied that 42 as the maxi- 
mum of companies would be insufficient. General 
Atkinson had six companies of 42 men, making 
252, in the Black Hawk war; and if he had had 
64 men in each company, it was not too much to 


| say that many things which then occurred would 
to that mode as much as any other. The greatest || 


have been avoided, and much, very much of the 
money then spent would have heen saved. Then 
again, in the Florida war, General Clinch had six 
companies, whose_maxiiaum was 42, and, as in 
the case of General Atkinson in the Black Hawk 
war, we had reason to regret that the number was not 
greater. If each company had consisted of 64o0r 100 
men, those two companies, which together amount- 
ed to but 65 men, would in all human probability 
not have been cut off, and their massacre would 
have been prevented. Look, too, at the condition 
of General Taylor at Corpus Chiisti, whose com- 

anies did not average more than 30 men each. 

e appealed to the committee to make each com- 
pany consist of 64 men, and this would swell the 
army only to 13,000, which was not an extrava- 
gant number in the present condition of the coun- 
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try, a8 compared with its position in the days of | eral communications on this subject from the Sec- | amendment by striking out all thereof, and a 
Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison, when it amounted | retary of War and the Adjutant General, and they || ing: — 





to 10,000. 

Mr. DICKEY moved to amend the amendment 
by striking outand inserting a provision authorizing 
the President to increase the privates of each com- 
pany of dragoons, artillery, and infantry to any 
number not exceeding one hundred, whenever he 
may deem the exigencies of the public service to 
require it, provided that at no time shall the army 
exceed ten thousand. He said he was in favor of 
the section as reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means, which would reduce the army to its 
condition at the breaking out cf the Mexican war, 
but he desired to add an amendment to give the 
discretion to the President to increase the compa- | 
nies of any regiment to one hundred men when in | 
his judgment the exigencies of the service re- 
quired it; but he would not increase the aggregate 
number of the army. He would give this discre- 
tion to the President, amongst other reasons, that 
le might increase the rank and file of the regi- 
ments which were called for by the Executive for 
the protection of Oregon and of the territory which 
we have acquired an Mexico. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment of Mr. 
Dickey out of order at this time. 
Mr. BOTTS then moved to amend the amend- 
ment so as to fix the basis of the companies at | 
sixty-four men, but with authority to the Presi- | 
dent to increase to one hundred such companies as | 
he may employ for the protection of the Territo- 
ries, by taking the requisite number of men from 
other companies. He said the adoption of this 
amendment would increase the army to twelve 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-three men, | 
rank and file. When we went into the Mexican 
war our army consisted of nine thousand; but we 
have acquired a vast territory, besides Oregon, for | 
which the department has called for several thou- | 
sand men. ‘Take the number requisite for that | 
service from twelve thousand eight hundred and | 
thirty-three, and there would remain less than | 
when the Mexican war began. ‘There was no ne- | 
cessity for such a reduction of the army as hed 
been contended for. He was no advocate for a 
large standing army, more than other gentlemen | 
were; but he did not indulge in the extravagant | 
notions of the gentleman from Georgia |Mr. | 
‘Teomps] respecting the disbanding of the army, | 
and putting those of whom it was composed to | 
honorable employment. They were in honorable 
employment. What could be more honorable 
employment than the protection of the lives of 
their fellow-citizens, in which they exposed them- 
selves to the extremest hardships at all seasons of 
the year? In his judgment they had acquired by 
this wara very hard bargain if (heir acquisition 
were taken at nothing. He would not have taken 
itat any price; but, in the discharge of his duty | 
as chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, | 
he did not acton his own views; he was, there- | 
fore, not willing to give up those Territories to | 
Mexico, and the money that we had to pay for | 
them besides. He expected that this Government 
would provide a sufficient military force to take | 

care of the country which has been acquired. 

We have acquired these territories by the loss 
of thousands of valuable lives and millions of mo- 
ney, and millions more we have to pay for them. 
Look, then, at Mexico. She is now engaged in 
a revoluuionary movement, which may probably 
succeed; and if it does, what is to become of the 
territories we have acquired, and for which we 
have to pay $15,000,000? Would they leave them 
to those who were to engage in the great buffalo 
hunt, which was to be got up to revolutionize | 
Mexico and probably the United States of Amer- 
ica? Was that what gentlemen intended? If pro- 
vision were not made to protect it, and it was not 
taken by the buffaio hunters, perhaps Paredes 
would take 1; and did they mean to wns Santa 
Fé and California in a helpless condition, thus ex- 
posed? No; whatever his private opinions might 
be, his duty as chairman of the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs and as a member of this House, should 
be faithfully discharged; and when the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. ‘Toomss] appealed to the Re- | 
publican members of this House to put down this | 
army, he (Mr. Borrs) would add the expression 
of a hope that they would aid in arresting the pre- 
vailing spirit of aggression and acquisition. 

Here his allotted five minutes expired, but he 
asked permission to have read by the Clerk sev- 
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were read accordingly. 
Mr. DUNCAN expressed his approval of the 
amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, and he 


5 
adopted it as a part of his own proposition. 


Mr. FICK LIN submitted a proviso as an amend- | 
ment to the amendment, to provide that at least | 
three-fourths of the army should be kept in Ore- || 


gon, California, New Mexico, and west of the 
Mississippi. On this amendment he proceeded to 
argue in favor of a reduction of thearmy. He was 


for reducing the companies to 42 men, which was | 


a basis sufficiently large for all the purposes of de- 
fence of this country. He concurred fully and en- 
tirely with the remarks of the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. ‘Toomss.] The expenses of the 
army and the navy too should be reduced; for he 
looked upon it as certain that if they were to be 
allowed to swell year after year, they would soon 
sink with their own weight and corruption. He 
contended that a large force was not necessary, for 


a small force would protect the forts on the Atlantic | 
seaboard, and then we had only the newly-acquired | 


territory and Oregon to take care of. Having made 
his remarks, he withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. BARRINGER, on a pro forma motion, 
said he should vote for the amendment of the gen- 


tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Botrs,] which had - 
been adopted by the gentleman from Kentucky, | 
(Mr. Duncan.] He was as much opposed as any | 


gentleman in this House toa large standing army; 
but what was meant by a large standing army? 
They must have an army to meet the exigencies 
of the country. In umes of peace, they all under- 
stood a standing army to mean, in military phra- 
seology, a mere skeleton, with more officers than 
men. 
new duties, and new difficulues within the last two 
years. We have new relations with new Mexico 
and California, to the shores of the Pacific. We 


have acquired an extensive frontier of some six- | 


teen hundred miles, and we require a larger force 
for their protection. On the Pacific, at San Fran- 
cisco, and elsewhere on that coast, we must have 
forts; and hence the committee would see that he 


was right in saying that we have new duties de- | 


volving upon us in consequence of our new rela- 
tions. But we have other duties arising out of 
the treaty with Mexico, to which the attention of 
the committee had not been called. 

By the 11th article of the treaty, it wasengaged, 
on the part of the United States, not only that per- 


sons taken by the Indians shall be recaptured, | 


but that we will punish all encroachments of the 
savages into the territory of Mexico.. Here there 


was a very important duty. New Mexico and | 


California were surrounded by the Camanches, 


who were able to bring 12,000 or 15,000 warriors | 


into the field, and we have not only engaged to 
punish their invasions, but to prevent them. Com- 


panies, then, of sixty-four men were not larger than |, 


would be sufficient to defend the seaboard on the 
east, and that great country on the west. If sixty- 
four men were fixed as the basis of companies, it 
was not probable that they would average more 
than fifty; but the advantages of adding twenty- 
two men to a company would more than counter- 
balance the cost. As had been already said, with 
this basis our army would amount to about 13,000 
men; and he appealed to gentlemen if that number 
was more than sufficient, with our enlarged bound- 
aries and our new relations into which we have 
entered by treaty stipulations? 

Here his time expived, and he withdrew his 
amendment. 

Mr. DICKEY then renewed the amendment 
which he had before submitted, to give the Presi- 
dent a discretion to increase companies to 100 men 
in emergencies, but not to increase the aggregate 


of our army beyond 10,000. 


Mr. MciXAY entered into some explanations to 
show that there was no necessity for the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Dun- 
can} while the law of the 13th of May, 1846, 
remained operative. He, however, expressed his 
willingness to give a discretion to the President to 
increase the rank and file of those companies that 
may be employed in Oregon and the newly- 
acquired Mexican territories to 100: and that was 
all that the Secretary of War asked. He proposed 
to offer an amendment in accordance with his 
views. 


Mr. HALL, of New York, moved to amend the 
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Our country has acquired new relations, | 
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And that the maximum number of privates in each of 
|| COmpanies of the dragoons, artillery, infantry, and mo a 
riflemen of the army of the United States, shali not ss 
ter exceed forty-two: Provided, That the President y a 
his diseretion, increase the number of privates in con rc 
the companies, not exceeding sixty, which shall at ayy : - 
be ordered and keptin the permanent service in the — 
tories, to such number, not exceeding one hundred to , m1 
company, as he may think discreet; and may order = ; 
transfers from and to the different companies as may be — 
cessary for that purpose: 4nd provided, Surther, That the 
| whole number of privates, including the company o; a 
neers and the enlisted men of ordnance, at any one tiene ta 
the service, shall not exceed 9,060 men, and that the nuy - 
of women aud employ és belonging to, or at any time au 
to the army, shall not exceed one thousand. 


In explaining the grounds of his amendment 
Mr. H. observed that the army, as it existed 
before the commencement of the Mexican w 
had consisted of 7,040 privates—the total number 
being 8,616. This amendment limited the number 
of privates to 9,060. It proposed to fix the number 
| of men to acompany at forty-two; but it allowed tie 
President to increase the companies that might be 
employed in the Territories to one hundred yep 
each: beyond this he could not go. 
be fifty per cent. more privates in the whole arm 
than there had been before the war. 
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count by tellers: Ayes 76, noes 42. 


as amended— 
Mr. FICKLIN moved to add a proviso that 


the Mississippi. 





The question then recurring on the amendment © 


There would § 
Ye 
The amendment of Mr. Haut was carried, on a | 


i po ME a Se 


three-fourths of the total number be kept wesi of 7 


Mr. F. observed that there would be some © 
| twenty-eight hundred officers in the army on the | 
| basis proposed: and the whole influence of this 7 
body of men would be exerted, in all probability, 7 
to keep the body of the army on the Atlantic 7 


er 


‘| seaboard, because there they would have more © 
|| agreeable quarters, and would be surrounded with | 


more of the luxuries of life. 
that one-fourth of the number of troops would be 


! 


mn 


erty here. 


one-fourth of the army. 
|| Mr. HARALSON asked why the gentleman 
should have such a want of confidence in the ofii- 


He did not mean any reflection on the gentleman 





where troops were most needed. And did the 


|| there? 
| Mr. FICKLIN said that, to confess the truth, 
| his main object in offering the amendment was a 
|| desire to relieve the President from the annoyance 
| of the crowd of people that would be constantly 
| pressing upon him. 
| Mr. McKAY said there would be considerable 
| difficulty in the adoption of this amendment, how- 
| ever proper it might be in the object intended. 
| The President was, under the Constitution, com- 
mander-in-chief of the land and naval forces of the 
| United States, and the House, as a legislative 
| body, had no power to direct the movements of 
_either. They might limit the number of the army, 
and make all the necessary provision for its sup- 
|| port; but when they had done that, all the rest was 
| under the sole control of the President. The quar- 
| tering and disposition of the army belonged to him. 
Mr. FICKLIN inquired how, then, the House 
} could authorize the raising of troops for Oregon? 
| Mr. McKAY said that it was very true that the 
_words of the act designated the regiments to be 
| raised as intended for service in Oregon, or at the 
| posts on the way; but so much of it as made any 
|| designation of the place where they were to serve, 
| was of no force. ‘The Constitution placed the un- 
| limited control of the movement of the military 
| force, raised for the service and defence of the 
country, in the hands of the President. E 
| Mr. FICKLIN said he should not press his 
amendment, and he thereupon withdrew it. 
| The question now being on the amendment 
| Mr. Duncan, of Kentucky, as amended on motion 
il of Mr. Hau, of New York, as above stated— 


} 
| 
j 


But he was confident 7 


quite sufficient to garrison the forts, and do wha 7 
ever was required in preserving the public prop- | 
he manual labor required was most © 
of it done by artificers hired for the purpose; the ~ 
number of soldiers actually needed at the posts on | 
the Atlantic would not absorb certainly more than © 


De al 
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sai 


pie 


cers of the army and in the President and the War © 
Department, as to suppose that they would not | 
keep the army where its presence was most needed? © 


from Illinois, but he might be allowed to say that | 
military men were at least as competent judges | 


| getleman believe that they would fail to send them | 
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| Mr. DUNCAN, of Ohio, moved an amendment, 


n 


¢ mounted riflemen who had recently returned 
om Mexico should, on application, be honorably 
jscharged. , ° : 

Mr. D. said that two years ago this regiment 
jad been raised professedly for the purpose of 


wing employed in guarding posts on the route to | 


(regon and in the public service there. Almost 
je entire regiment had been recruited within his 
gate, and two of the companies had been mustered 
»» his own immediate neighborhood. But on the 
ireaking out of the war, this body of men had 
igen discharged from the order to serve in Oregon, 
yd had been sent to Mexico, where they were 
waged in fighting under the gallant Riley, from 


Vera Cruz up to the gates of the city of Mexico. | 
\any of them were sons of wealthy and respecta- || 


ble farmers, Who were partly induced to enlist by 
ihe prospect of getting farms in Oregon. 
«x hundred who had left their homes buoyant 
vith health, hope, and patriotic ardor, but one 
jyndred and eighty had returned, broken in health, 
mirits, and constitution. All they asked now, 


vier so terrible a sacrifice, was that they might be || 


jonorably discharged. The interests of the ser- 
rece would not suffer by granting their request, as 
sousands more stood ready to take their places. 
The adoption of the amendment would be the means 


ifgiving peace to many bereaved families, and of || 
restoring many worthy young men to usefulness in | 
if. They had rendered more service and far | 
harder service, in the one year they had been in | 


Mexico, than if they had served five years in Ore- 
gon. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. TOMPKINS introduced an amendment ap- 
propriating $160,000 for continuing the pay and 
sibsistence of the regiment of voltigeurs and the 
roeket corps. 

He said that he made this motion at the earnest 
slicitation of a number of the officers of our army. 
The regiment to be continued was one of the most 
eficient corps in the service. In looking at the 
history of the late Mexican war, we found them 
eecupying a conspicious position in every battle. 
They had opened the conflict. They had fired the 
frst gun. ‘They constituted at once a squadron of 
horse and a corps of sharp-shooters. ‘They were 


the best conceivable sort of force to fight the Ca- | 


manches on our western frontier, being swift in their 
movements and striking heavy and effectual blows. 
The eldest surviving officers of the regiment were 
Major Talcott and Captain Johnson—and fitter men 
command it could not be found. The corps 
would do credit to the army, and render effectual 
ervice in the defence of the country. 

Some conversation arising as to the proper place 
for such an amendment in the bill— 

Mr. TOMPKINS said he would withdraw it for 
the present until the proper time and place came to 
move it again. 

Mr.GENTRY moved to amend the bill by stri- 
king out the whole of the second section as amended. 
He said he understood that, if. this section should 
te stricken from the bill, the existing law, which 


lows sixty-four men to a company, would remain | 


in force. 

Mr. TOOMBS said he was mistaken as to the 
iw: it raised the number of men in a company to 
one hundred, and permitted the President to reduce 
that number to sixty-four. 

Mr. GENTRY said, as he understood the law, 
it fixed the number in a company to sixty-four, 


and allowed the President to raise it to one hun- || 


ired. [Voices: ‘* Yes, that’s it ’’] That was the 
aw now; andthe President in his message recom- 
mended that that be adopted as the standard for 
our pete establishment. The President recom- 
mended few things that Mr. G. approved, but this 
was one which he could and did approve. The 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
had told the House of the vast expense it would 
cost to keep up an army on this scale. No doubt 


viding that the officers and men of the regiment || 


Out of |! 


_ basis of sixty-four men to a company. With this 
| Strength for our army, we might preserve peace on 
|| the frontier, and in New Mexico and California. 
|| But if, out of a mistaken economy, we should 
|| suffer ourselves to get into a war with the Indian 


| tribes, it would cost us far more than it would | 
| have done to make the army efficient. As to using | 


|| the militia, and taking volunteers to pine and lan- 
| guish in garrisons, he was utterly opposed to it. 
|| If it was a great evil to be obliged to keep up so 
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|| large a military force, the fault lay in the wrong | 


|| policy which had triumphed in the councils of 
the country, and had brought the burden of these 
new and useless conquests on our hands. But 
much as he disapproved that policy, much as 
he had labored to oppose it, and deeply as he 
deplored its consequences, nothing should ever 
induce him to shrink from the responsibility, 
| cost what it would, of maintaining the good faith 
of the country. He was as much opposed toa 
large standing army as any man could be; but he 
| would curry favor nowhere by reducing our mili- 
tary force improperly, and disabling ourselves 


bound ourselves to defend. 
ready to vote for what he believed his country 
| needed to her duty and her honor. This army, 


| If we needed that number of troops, we must have 
them, and we must pay for them. The old army 
that we had before the war would not now be 
sufficient to garrison the forts and protect the new 
Territories. We must have men enough to do this. 
As to doing without a military force, it was what 
\| he did not expect till the millennium should come. 

For one, he wished it would come; but till then we 
| must have an army proportioned to the country we 


{[Mr. Toomss] were ultra radical. To keep upa 
|| standing army, to some limited extent, had been 
the fixed policy of this country from the days of 
Washington tll now. 





the President and egtimated for by the War De- 
| partment. 





man was, the surer he was to go wrong if he started 


from giving effectual protection to those we had || 
He should ever be |; 


they had been told, would cost the country five | 
millions of dollars a year. He could not help that. | 


It was only a skeleton | 
army, capable of expansion when necessity arose. | 
It was preserved as a nucleus, around which we | 
might gather a greater force, and it must be main- | 
tained. We were bound—we had bound ourselves | 
by treaty stipulations; and he was for keeping || 
good faith. He should therefore give his vote for || 
placing the army on the footing recommended by | 
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returns would show that it had cost us seven hun- 
dred dollars a man. He still insisted that three 
thousand men would be enough to enable us to 
keep our faith with Mexico, old and new. 

Mr. VINTON here again read the summary of 
the estimates from the department, at the several 
rates of forty-two, sixty-four, and one hundred 
men to a company. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, expressed him- 
self as opposed to any increase in the army at all 
from what it had been before the war. He did not 
believe there was the least need of it. It was said 
we must have a great army, because our territories 
were so vastly enlarged and our frontier propor- 
tionably extended. Our frontier was not much 
enlarged by these new territories. Yes, but the 
Camanches! we must keep them in order. Well; 





cE RSE 


, and were not the Camanches on our border before? 


And could not we easily manage them? T'wo regi- 
ments of dragoons were amply sufficient to keep 
the whole Indian border quiet. The officers would 
agree to do it by the job, and be glad of the con- 
tract, without another man. It was natural that 
officers should like to see a large army under 
them: it was human nature. But that was no 
reason why the nation should raise and keep up 
a great army to gratify them. Some gentlemen 
seemed to think that, as a matter of course, our 
army must be made larger and larger. Why? Be- 


cause our population and our wealth increased. 
| But did they forget that, as our wealth and num- 


bers grew, our power increased with them? Our 
name itself was a host. If any disturbance arose 


|| on the border, in one week we could have more 


rangers on the spot than there were enemies to 


| put down, and that before there was time to call 


inhabited. The views of his friend from Georgia | 


out the regulars. Suppose that volunteers did cost 
a little more, that cost was momentary, while a 
regular army was a permanent tax. But the Pres- 
ident recommended it. What if he did? No mat- 
ter where the calls came from, Mr. B. would never 


| vote a single dollar to increase the army by a sin- 


Mr. TOOMBS said that the better reasoner a } 


gle man. 

Mr. JAMESON next addressed the committee 
in favor of striking out, and of a larger force, but 
he was very imperfectly heard. He dwelt on the 
exposure of the frontier, and the danger of an In- 
dian war. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, wanted to 
read a letter from the Secretary of War— 

But Mr. JAMESON said he did not care for 
any man’s letter. Government had placed all the 
Indians in a mass on our western frontier, and 


| had now brought thousands more, and they were 


'| wrong. Now, the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. | 


|| Gentry] was wrong in his facts, and, therefore, 
he was wrong in his argument. The gentleman 
talked of our needing fifteen regiments to keep New 
Mexico and California quiet, when we had con- 
quered them with three. Yes, three regiments had 
conquered the country, and now it was conquered, 
three regiments were amply sufficient to keep all 
the Indians quiet, and the Mexicans too. 


man all our posts. 


pure fancy sketch. 
men were enough for every purpose. The gentle- 
man said it would take fifteen thousand. He might 
as well have said fifty thousand, or one hundred 
thousand at once, for it was all fancy. He had 
shown no documents to prove it, and he might as 
wel] conjecture one number as another. The gen- 
tleman talked about our treaty stipulation to pro- 
|| tect the people of New Mexico and California. No 
|| doubt we were bound to protect all our citizens, 
| and not the more bound because it was in the 





treaty. He merely recognized the duty; but we 
'| had enough in the bill as it stood; enough, and 
| more than enough, to do all that. The gentle- 
|| man wanted a big army. He said the Adjutant 
| General estimated for eleven thousand. No doubt 
|| the Adjutant General wanted abig army. All offi- 


Mr. TOOMBS said it was all imagination—a | 





ren of correctin 


would cost a great deal of money, but what were || 
we todo? We had got by treaty new and vastly | 
*xtended territories; and in that treaty we had | 
vound ourselves to protect the inhabitants from | 
Indian depredations. We had promised this, and | 
we must keep our faith inviolate. We should re- | 
Sulre a considerable mounted force in each of these 
erritories. The report of the Adjutant General | 
‘stumated the requisite force to be kept up ateleven | 
‘Nousand men. His estimates were made on the |! 


| 
4 
| 





| cersJiked a big army; it was natural they should. } 


Hesaid, in his report, that the old army—such as we || 
had before the war—was repudiated. It was not; it | 
had never been repudiated. General Jones wanted |) 
one hundred thousand men, if he could get them. || 
Military officers were always extravagant in their || 
notions and their requisitions. ‘The old army had || 
never been repudiated. There was not a word of || 
truth in it. It had never been altered till this war | 
commenced. Wasthat‘‘ repudiating’ it? Ithad 


been changed when we went into this war, and the 


| He read from the m 


bound to keep there a sufficient military force to 
compel peace. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 


| was supposed to be a man of sense—of improved 


mind, and a statesman. How could he be in fa- 
vor of putting back the army, under such circum- 
stances, to the old standard before the war? There 
was no reason in it; there was no justice nor fair- 
ness init. No sooner had we any difficulty abroad 


|| than gentlemen were for raising a force in a mo- 
Mr. GENTRY said we wanted a large force to || 


ment: we must arm, we must fight. But when 


| difficulties far more threatening to our own people 


| in the interior arose on the frontier, oh! a regiment 
Mr. T. said that five thousand || 


was enough. When once an Indian strife began, 
it would cost blood and money before it was quiet- 
ed—ten times more than would have kept up the 


| force that would have effectually prevented it. 
| They demanded protection. 


If it could not be 
done without a standing army, let us have it—not 
an army to be a terror to liberty, but enough to 
protect the country and preserve peace on the bor- 
ders. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved an 


| amendment to enable him to read a statement upon 


which he relied, to the effect that five thousand 
men would be sufficient to garrison the whole 


| western border; and, after explanation, he with- 
| drew it. 


Mr. McKAY renewed the motion, for the pur- 

misapprehensions which had 
y gentlemen, especially by the 
gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Genrry,] as to 
what was the recommendation of the President’s 
message. He agreed with the gentleman from 
Tennessee, that in fixing the military peace estab- 
lishment, proses respect should be paid to the 
opinions of the President, who was the chief ex- 
ecutive officer, who was intrusted with the execu- 
tion of the laws, and with the preservation of peace. 
e of the President com- 
municating the treaty of peace with Mexico, in 


een fallen into 
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which the President expressed the opinion that 
the old peace establishment, before the war with 
Mexico, would be sufficient. This old peace es- 
tablishment (said Mr. McK.) was on the basis of 
forty-two men to each company. He understood 
that the President contemplated the continuance, 
also, of the additional force authorized during the 
war, viz: of the eight companies of artillery, one 


company of engineers, and the regiment of mounted | 
riflemen. He also read from the Secretary of War, | 
showing that he asked for authority to increase the | 


companies who were to be detached for the ser- 
vice in the Territories to one hundred men each. 
That was his express recommendation; he did not 


ask the increase of all the companies, but of these 


particular ones. 

Mr. HALL, of New-York, on a pro forma 
anendment, said the amendment which he had 
proposed, and which had been adopted by the 
committee, provided that the President should 


have authority to fill up sixty companies for ser- | 


vice in the Territories to one hundred each, and 
that it conferred all the authority which the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina understood to be 
recommended by the President. 

Mr. McKAY explained that he understood that 
that part of the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York which provided for filling up these 
sixty companies to, one hundred men, proposed 
that it should be done by reducing the other com- 
panies below forty-two men. 

Mr. HALL said the gentleman was partly right 
and partly wrong. For the purpose of filling up 
sixty companies to one hundred each, it was ne- 


ceasary to reduce the other companies below forty- | 


two, but that ‘decrease did not reduce the other 
companies below thirty-two to each company. He 
entered into a computation to show that this would 
be the case; and said that the companies kept upon 
the seaboard, almosiall of them, might be reduced 
to thirty-two, without any injury to the public 
service. 
lishment before the war with Mexico, was forty- 
two, and it had frequently happened that the fron- 
tier companies when in the field were reduced 
below thirty-two; and certainly these companies 
could be reduced to that standard, almost all of 
whom were to be retained at the posts along the 
seaboard, where their only duty was to take care 
of the fortifications, and preserve the government 
property. Hecould, therefore, see no earthly ob- 
jection to allowing this amendment to stand as it 


The maximum, under the peace estab- | 


now stood, which would provide for sixty compa- | 


nies—which was more than he understood was 
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there, while those which went upon the western 
frontier were to be increased to 100 each. 


The motion of Mr. McLane to strike out the || 


second section was rejected. 

The question then recurring on the first section 
of the bill, the amendment of Mr. Vixton, pre- 
viously offered under instructions of the Committee 


of Ways and Means, and based upon the esti- | 
mates of the Secretary of War, to insert $3,000,000 | 
for the three months’ extra pay granted by the act | 
of 19th of last month, to the officers, musicians, | 


and privates of the Mexican war, was agreed 
to 


item as an amendment: 

For payment of interpreters who were employed in the 
Mexican war, and who have not yet received payment, 
5,000. 

Some conversation occurred between Messrs. 
SMITH and #ICKLIN on this amendment; when 
it was disagreed to. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved the following: 

For the purchase of a site and to commence the erection 
of a national armory at Fort Massac, in Illinois, near the 
confluence of the ‘Tennessee, Cumberland, Ohio, and Mis- 
sissippi rivers, $20,000, 


Mr. McCLERNAND explained. 
Mr. DICKEY moved to amend the amendment, 


_ by inserting in lieu thereof the following: 


For the selection and purchase, under the direction of the 
President of the United States, of a suitable site on the 


western waters for an armory, and sites at suitable and | 


convenient points for two national foundries, the sum of 
$100,000; and as soon as such sites shail be selected, the 
President shall be, and he hereby is, authorized to purchase 


the same, and proceed to erect the said armory and found- | 


ries. 
Mr. DICKEY explained. 
Mr. McCLERNAND made a pro forma motion 


for the purpose of explanation and reply to Mr. | 


Dickey. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, under a motion made 
for the purpose, also made some remarks. 

The question was put on the amendment to the 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

The committee then rose and reported progress, 


_and the House adjourned. 


required by the Secretary of War—being filled up || 
to one hundred men, and yet maintain all the other | 


companies as high as thirty-two men each. 

Mr. McLANE moved to strike out the second 
rection asamended. He dissented totally from the 
view taken by the gentleman from Georgia, {[Mr. 
‘Toomas,} which was more radical than any which 
had been expressed by any other gentleman—that 
we could get along without any army at all either 
in California, New Mexico, or Oregon. He con- 
sidered the amendment of the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Haut,] which reduced the companies 
on the Atlantic seaboard, destructive to the ‘good 
of the service, destructive of the army on the At- 


lantic coast, and a most miserable system of legis- | 


lation. The gentleman from New York proceeded 
on the supposition that we should always have 
forty-two men in each company from which we 
made these abstractions. When had the gentle- 


man ever known a company to be full, whatever 


might be the standard ? 


It was scarcely ever the | 


case; bencd, by siking awey Hots Hist a semneat i) mittee on Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 


number to fill sixty companies up to one hundred | 


men each, the gentleman would bring down these 
companies on the seaboard much below thirty-two 
men. 


Mr. HALL said the power was unlimited in the . 
| following: 


War Department to recruit and keep the compa- 
nies full up to the standard authorized by law. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, -lugust 4, 1848. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate 
a memorial from the headsgof families of the 
Pottawatomie tribe of Indians, and another from 


the heads of families of the Kickapoo tribe, asking | 
that the prairie band of the Pottawatomies may be | 


permitted to remain on the lands now occupied by 
them; which were referred to the Committee on 


| Indian Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, | 


_ reported the following House bills, without amend- 


Mr. McLANE held that the gentleman from || 


New York, if he meant to give the 5,000 men 


which were required in Oregon, California, and | 


New Mexico, was bound to give them without 


abstracting them from other branches of the public | 


service. The true settlement of the question, in 


his opinion, was to strike out the second section | 


as amenied, or, if the committee were not disposed 
so to do, to adopt the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, which reduced the 
companies on the seaboard to 42, and left them 


_ the improvement of the St. Clair flats; which was | 


ment: 

An act to annex that part of the State of Indi- 
ana bordering on Lake 
collection district. 

An act to authorize the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to license yachts, and for other purposes. 


An act to refund a penalty remitted by the Sec- | 


retary of the Treasury to John Hardrop. 
On motion of Mr. DIX, the above bills were 


considered in Committee of the Whole, and were | 


severally read a third time and passed. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the organization of the 
marine corps; which was read a first ume. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 


Major James M. Scantland; and, on motion of Mr. 
J., the usual forms were dispensed with, and the 
bill read a third time and passed. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, submitted the 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to inform the Senate, at the earliest period, 
whether he has any information that any citizen or citizens 
of the United States is or are now preparing, or intending 


to prepare, within the United States, an expedition to revo- | 
lutionize by force any part of the Republic of Mexico, or to | 


assist in so doing; and, if he has, what is the extent of such + 
preparation, and whether he has or is about to take any | 
steps to arrest the same. | 


Mr. WALKER, on leave, -~introduced a bill for 





read twice, and referred to the Committee on Com- 


; merce, 


On motion of Mr. FITZGERALD, House bill | 


‘Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, moved the following | 


ichigan to the Chicago | 


__ Aug. 4, 


— 


= aT ——__ 


| 


| third time and passed. 
Mr. KING asked the Senate to indulge him ; 

|| taking up the bill granting the right of way ms 
|| donation of the public lands to the State of Als, 
|| bama for the construction of a railroad from M.. 
|| bile to the mouth of the Ohio river, declaring that 

if it gave rise to a protracted debate he would agr 7 
to pass it over. 

“he bill was then taken up; when— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, submitted an amen. 
ment granting a right of way and donations of pub. 
lic lands to Mississippi for a railroad from Jack- 
son, through Brandon, to the Alabama line. It 
being evident that the bill would give rise to de. 
bate, it was passed over informally. ; 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill makine 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex. 
penses of the Government for the year ending on 
the 30th of June, 1849. : 

The various amendments submitted by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance were then agreed 
to. : 

On motion of Mr. BADGER, the bill was 7 
amended in the clause relating to the Pension Fa 


| for the relief of Catharine Hoffman was read 


from the Ist of January last, $3,000. 





ther amended by the introduction of a clause ap- 
propriating $2,500 to Dr. Houston, Senate re. 
porter, for three hundred and fifty bound copies of 
the reports of the present session, and an analyti- 


resentatives. 

On motion of Mr. BADGER, the bill was fur- 
| ther amended by the introduction of an appropria- 
| tion to pay the claim of David Taylor, who had 
| married a Cherokee Indian, for $12,500, with in- 

terest, allowed by the accounting officers. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved to amend 
the bill by inserting an appropriation of $10,000 
for a survey of the Red river, with a view to the 
removal of the land raft which obstructs the navi- 
gation; which, after some remarks from Messrs. 
JOHNSON of Louisiana, SEBASTIAN, MET- ° 
CALFE, DOWNS, HUNTER, ATCHISON, 





| was negatived, 

| On motion of Mr. TURNEY, the bill was far- 
ther amended by adding an appropriation of $600 | 

to pay a debt awarded under the Cherokee treaty. 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, the bill was fur- © 
ther amended by inserting an appropriation to pay | 
the claim of John Hogan, United States agent, for | 
services in St. Domingo, &c. 

Mr. DOWNS submitted an amendment, insert- 

_ ing an appropriation of $141,591 for the payment 
| of a certain portion of the Creek nation of Indians 
who had not assented to the treaty of 1826, with 
twenty years’ interest. : 

This motion led to a very protracted discussion, 
in which Messrs. DOWNS, ATCHISON, KING, 
FOOTE, ATHERTON, LEWIS, JOHNSON of 
Georgia, UNDERWOOD, TURNEY, MAN- 
| GUM, NILES, ALLEN, WALKER, BRIGHT, 
CALHOUN, BELL, HOUSTON, JOHNSON of 
Maryland, and BUTLER, participated; when the 
question was taken on the amendment, and decided 
in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Butler, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dix, Downs, Foote, Greene, Hale, 
Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Lonisi- 
ana, Lewis, Mason, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Sebastian, Walk- 
er, and Yulee—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Benton, Borland, Brad- 
bury, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Clarke,Corwin, Felch, John- 
| son of Georgia, King, Metcalfe, Pearce, Spruance, Sturgeo!, 
Turney, and Underwood—19. 

The question was then taken on striking out the 
interest, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Badger, Bell, Benton, 
|| Borland, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Came- 

‘| ron, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississ'pp!, 
|| Dix, Douglas, Felch, Foote, Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, 
Johnson of Georgia, King, Mason, Metealfe, Miller, Niles, 








Office, by adding $500 to the salary of the Com.” 
missioner of Pensions, making the annual salary, 9 


On motion of Mr. BADGER, the bill was fur. : 


cal index, for the members of the House of Rep- 


ALLEN, DAVIS'of Massachusetts, and FOOTE, © 


Pearce, Phelps, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, 
and Underwood—34. pa 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Baldwin, Clarke, Dickinson, 
Hele, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson of Logisiana, Lew, 
Walker, and Yulee—11. 


Mr. DIX moved to amend the bill by inserting 
an appropriation for the building of six revenue 
cutters. 
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“Mr. ALLEN said, he was not disposed to make | 
,speech at that late hour, and would content him- 


wit with calling the yeas and nays, which were 
“dered, and the vote stood: 
of 


yeAS—Mesrs. Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Baldwin, 
geil, Benton, Borland, Bradbury, Breese, Butler, Calhoun, 
pjarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Missis- | 
- Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge, Douglas, Downs, 
Fi ich, Foote, Hale, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson of Mary- | 
pod, Johnson of Louisiana, King, Lewis, Mason, Miller, 
yes, Pearce, Phelps, Sebastian, Spruance, and Walker | 


| 
{ 
i 
“VAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bright, Johnson of Georgia, Met- 
alte, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, and Yulee—8. | 


An amendment offered by Mr. DOWNS, in | 


qvor of certain allowances to the district judge of 
Louisiana, and advocated with much earnestness 
by Messrs. DOWNS and JOHNSON of Louisi- 
wa, was lost by a large vote. 

An effort was made to adjourn, but failed on a | 
all of the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HANNEGAN submitted an amendment | 
making an appropriation of $5,400 to Commodore | 
giddle for his diplomatic services in China. 

Mr. HALE moved to amend the amendment 


apacity but the amendment was lost. ary 
Mr. NILES denounced the amendmentas setting 
dangerous precedent. al 

Mr. DOWNS said, to deny the judge and give | 
the commodore, would not be doing exact jus- | 
ice. He thought some rule should be observed. 

Mr. DAYTON thought more information should | 
obtained in relation to the claim before there 
vas any action on it, admitting, at the same time, 
hat any expense to which Captain Biddle had | 
een necessarily subjected would constitute a fair 
charge. 

Messrs. HANNEGAN, BADGER, JOHN- 
SON of Maryland, and others, advocated the 
mendment. ‘The question was then taken by | 
yeas and nays, and decided in the negative as fol- 
ows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Butler, Clarke, Corwin, 
favis of Massachusetts, Greene, Hannegan, Johnson of Ma- 
gland, Johnson of Louisiana, and Pearce—1L1. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Benton, Borland, Brad- 
jury, Breese, Bright, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Dickin- 
on, Dix, Dodge, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Foote, Hale, Ham- 
a, Houston, Johnson of Georgia, King, Mason, Metcalfe, 
Miller, Niles, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, ‘l'urney, Un- 
erwood, Walker, and Yulee—32. 

Mr. HANNEGAN said, he“had several other 
amendments to offer, when there were cries of ad- 
ourn. 

Mr. CLARKE moved that the Senate adjourn, 
vhich motion was passed, and the Senate ad- 
jurned, after a continuous session of eight hours 
within a very few minutes. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, August 5, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. McCLELLAND, by common consent, 
fom the Committee on Rules, reported an amend- 
nent to the fiftieth rule. It is, that when the pre- 
tious question is moved and seconded, the first | 
westion shall be on the motion to recommit, if | 
wich motion be pending when the previous ques- | 
ton is moved. It was agreed to. 

Mr. BARROW asked that, by general consent, 
the House take up and act upon the bill from the 
senate for the relief of Major James M. Scantland. | 
ltwas a case of peculiar hardship. Major S. had 
olisted as a private, and had been promoted for 
tallant conduct to be a brevet major. He was left 
‘or dead on the battle-field, having been shot in 
he right eye by a ball which passed out of his left 
tar, It was a most meritorious case, and he hoped 
there would be no objection. 

After some conversation between Mr. HOUS- 
TON of Alabama, Mr. BARROW, and others, 
ind on objection being made— 

Mr. BARROW moved a suspension of the rules 
ur the purpose of taking up the above indicated 
bill. 

The question was put and agreed to, and the bill 
¥as taken up, read three times, passed, and re- 
‘urned to the Senate. 

EXTRA ALLOWANCES TO GENERAL CASS. 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, moved a 
“ispension of the rules to enable him to offer the 
oliowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 


“ send to this House, forthwith, the letters and vouchers 
“ support of the claims and extra allowances paid to Lewis 





i} 


|| 4. For aiding in the negotiation of sundry treaties, 


i 


} 
| 
' 


| 


! 


1 6. For alleged services whilst Governor and Su- 


| 
iy deducting his pay while serving in a diplomatic || 


|| 7. For extra pay whilst Governor, &c., as afore- 


| 


| 


| 
| 
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Cass, over and above his regular salary of $2,000 a year, as 
Governor and ex officio Superintendent of Indian Affairs for 
the Territory of Michigan, to wit: ‘The letters and vouchers 
in support of the extra allowance paid him— 
1. For clerk hire, office rent, &c., from the 9th 
October, 1813, to the 3ist July, Ie3l, at 
$1,500 per annum, as per Doc. No. 244, Jd 
sess. 25th Cong., page 2, amounting to ...... $26,715 00 
2. For rations, to wit: Ten rations a day, at 20 
cents each, from the 9th October, 1513, to the 
29th May, 1822, as per same doc. and page... 
3. For services as Superintendent of Indian Af- 
fairs, said to have been rendered eut of the 
Territory of Michigan, from the 29th May, 
1822, to the 3lst August, 1832, at $1,500 per 
annum, as per Doc. No. 6, 3d sess. 27th Cong., 
page 13 


6,610 00 


LE AC ARR eb GACSRdS oe €bcesa Sse Shee Kh00 14,375 00 
whilst Governor and ez officio Superintendent 
of Indian Affairs, as aforesaid, 772 days, at g38 
per day, and 40 cents per mile travelled by 
him, a8 per same doc., pages ll and 12...... 

5. For attending at Washington, to settle his own 
accounts for extra pay, &c., two hundred and 
eight days, to wit, from the 21st October, 1221, 
to the 29th May, 1822, for mileage, ten rations 
per day, &c., same doc. page 11 


9,744 00 


1,448 00 


perintendent of Indian Affuirs, * in preparing 

a code for the regulation of Indian affairs,” 

one hundred and eleven days, to wit, from 

the 22d October, 1828, to the 10th February, 

1829, us per same doc., page 12............- 1,320 00 

said, “as deputy quartermaster general”? in 

the army, for one year, as per Doc. No. 18, Ist 

sees. Bth Cong,, page B....cccccccscssseces 

8. For extra pay and allowances as captain in the 

regular army, whilst Governor, as aforesaid, 

to wit, from the 12th May, 1817, to the 22th 

of June, 1821, as per same doc., same page.. 

9, Letters and vouchers filed in support of the 

following items, in the account rendered by 

Governor Cass against the United States, the 

Qist of July, 1832, (about one year after his 

appointment as Secretary of War,) and said 

not to be embraced in any of the previous 

quarterly settlements of his accounts with the 

Government, to wit: For alleged balances 

and Overpaymeuts by him as Superintendent 

of Indian Affairs, as per Doc. No. 112, 3d ses- 

sion 25ih Congress, page 16, on the following 
accounts, to wit: 

For overpayments On account of contingen- 

cies for Indian departinent...... .§3,398 55 

For overpayments to Indian sub- 

BFCMS wrccccccccccccssccccsece 

For overpayments on account of 

presents to Indians............. 

For overpayments on account of 

annuities under the appropria- 

tion act of May 15, 1820........ 

For overpayments on account of 

annuities under act of 24 March, 

Mess venscs secs descee jeeses 

For overpayments on account of 

annuities under the appropria- 

tion act of 25th March, 1830.... 

For alleged balance on account of 

the treaty at Prairie du Chien.. 

For alleged overpayments and bal- 

ances due him on account of In- 

dian department prior to 1829... 


1,001 80 


2,526 66 


363 15 


eeeeee 


416 £0 
5,370 15 
245 43 


32,711 27 
440 60 


10,183 61 


Amounting in all to......... acecebe fevccess 
The requisition drawn on the treasury in favor 
of Governor Cass, (No. 2,905,) dated the 2lst 
July, 1832, about one year after his appoint- 
ment as Secretary of War, to settle alleged 
balance due him on account of the overpay- 
ments, &c., as aforesaid 35,075 00 
The endorsements on the said account by Governor 


10. 


eee eee eee eee 


ll. 


Cass, then Secretary of War, after the issue and pay- | 
inent of the said requisition of $35,075, for the balance | 
alleged to be due him, by which the final settlement of | 


the said account was suspended, owing to the“ peculiar 
position in which I (he, Governor Cass) stand in rela- 
tion to the Department,” and whereby the final seule- 


meut was suspended until the 5th day of December, | 


1837, when it was finally closed, as appears by the letter 
of William B. Lewis, the Second Auditor of the Treas- 


ury at that date, as per Doc. No. 112, 3d sess. 25th Cong., | 


page 16. 
Mr. BRODHEAD roe to a question of order, 


and contended that it was not in order to make two | 


calls on the President at the same time for the 


| 


same thing. The House had already called on the | 


Executive for this very information. Mr. B. 
wanted time to prepare an amendment to the reso- 
lution calling for allowances made to other Gov- 
ernors of Territories. 

Mr. STEWART said that this was only a call 
for vouchers: the other call had been for the extra 
charges allowed; this was for the vouchers by 
which they had been supported. 

The CHAIR said that no amendment could be 
in order, as the question was on suspending the 
rules. 

Mr. STEWART demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were: Yeas 
87, nays 61. 


So the rules were not suspended, two-thirds not 


\} voting to suspend. 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, said he had en- 
deavored to get the business on the Speaker's table 
taken up, in order that the Executive messages 
might be treated with at least the usual degree of 
respect due to a communication from the Chief 
Magistrate, but the President’s immediate repre- 
sentatives had voted against it, and he gave it up. 
He would withdraw the motion, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, in reply to the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovs- 
TON,] said, that those he was pleased to consider 
as the immediate representatives of the President, 
were under no greater obligations to support the 
motions of the gentleman than other members upon 
this floor. For himself, he would say that he was 
as free and as independent as any member of 
this House. He voted according to the convic- 

| tions of his judgment. And how he voted was a 

|, question between himself and his constituents, to 

| whom alone he was responsible for the discharge 
of his public duties. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, moved a sus- 
pension of the rules for the purpose of enabling 
him to move the reference of Senate bill to compen- 
sate R. M. Johnson for the erection of certain 
buildings for the use of the Choctaw Academy. 

Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House proceed to consider 

| the business on the Speaker’s table. 

The yeas and nays were taken on the motion 
to suspend the rules, and resulted—yeas 100, nays 
70. 

Two thirds not voting in favor thereof, the rules 
were not suspended. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motionof Mr. VINTON, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Asumun, of Massachusetts, in 
the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the service of the 
|| army for the year ending June 30, 1849. 
| When the committee rose yesterday, the ques- 
|| tion pending was on agreeing to the amendment 
moved by Mr. McCiernanp, authorizing the se- 
\| lection of Fort Massac, Illinois, as a site for a 
national armory; which was amended by substitu- 
! ting therefor the amendment moved by Mr. Dickey, 
| 


viz: 

For the selection and purchase, by the Seerctary of War, 
|| under the direction of the President of the United States, of 
| asuitable site on the western waters for an armory, and sites, 
|| at suitable and convenient puints, for two national foundries, 
|} one hundred thousand dollars; and as soon as such sites 
|| shall be selected, the President shall be, and he hereby is, 
|| authorized to purchase the same, and proceed to erect the 
|| said armory and foundries. 

Mr. BURT moved to amend the amendment by 
adding thereto the following, viz: 

Provided that the selection of said sites shall be made 
within two years from and after the passage of this act. 
| Mr. BURT advocated the policy of making an 
|| appropriation to enable the President to detail a 
corps of officers to select a site for an armory on 
the western waters. 

Mr. BOWLIN, on a pro forma amendment, en- 
larged upon the mineral resources of Missouri, the 
vast abundance of iron and coal in her mountains, 
| and warmly presented the claims of that State to 
the fair consideration of her numerous sites in 
making the selection. ‘ie 

Mr. McCLERNAND, on a gimilar amendment, 
|| urged the claims of Illinois to the location of the 
i} 
| 


armory at Fort Massac, and placed his appeal upon 
the decision of the majority of the commission 
already established for the selection of sites, in 
favor of Fort Massac, as endorsing the superior- 
| ity of that location in respect to its great mineral 
|| resources and various natural advantages. 

|| Mr. HARALSON, onasimilar amendment, re- 
|| ferred to the great difficulty of selecting a location 
|| for armories whenever the subject came up in the 
|| House, and urged the policy «: establishing a com- 
mission for the selection (in which he hoped that 


Georgia would receive her j 


an consideration) of 
two sites in the western valley, and the immediate 


commencement of operations accordingly. 
|| Mr. TAYLOR favored the amendment of the 
geen from Pennsylvania, for many reasons. 
e appreciated very readily the interest which 
gentlemen from various parts of the western coun- 
try took in the establishment of armories in their 
own sections. Fort Massac, Beaver, Pittsburg, 
|| St. Louis, and various other places in the West, 


\| 
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had been designated. ‘There was one point equal 
to any other in the western country which had been 


overlooked. It was in his own district—the town 
of Portsmouth, in the State of Ohio, on the Ohio 
river. It wasacentral point, in a region of vast 
mineral resources, around which had already been 
erected about thirty iron forges and rolling mills; 
a point combining all the necessary advantages, in 
the midst of a fine iron region, presenting exten- 
sive water power, accessible at all times by the 
navigation of the Ohio river. He dissented from 


the views taken by Mr. McCiernanp—the decis- | 


ion of a commission made some eight years since 
should not now be decisive. It had never been 
carried out, and undoubtedly it was not without 
good reason. He favored the appointment of a 
new commission for the selection of sites, and 
claimed for that mentioned by him a fair consider- 
ation. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, was opposed to all 
these armories. There were arms enough in the 
country. You could scarcely meet a man in the 
streets but carried a bowie knife and a couple of 
revolving pistols. The United States had arms 
enough. We had never experienced a deficiency 
in the Mexican war. We had had an ample sup- 
ply, and a large surplus remained on hand. 

Mr. BURT corrected the gentleman, and said 
the arms of some of the States were now nearly ex- 
hausted. South Carolina was now calling for arms. 

Mr. FOMPEINS said he thought the gentleman 
from Maryland was mistaken about the abundance 
of bowie knives and revolvers. In Mississippi they 
had no such thing. 

Mr. EVANS further opposed the establishment 
of any more armories. Gentlemen talked about 
the advantageous locations in their several districts. 
Why, he had severai which he could strongly rec- 
ommend in his own district. But the preliminary 
question should first be settled, whether the inter- 
ests of the country demanded the establishment of 
any more armories. He thought no more were 
needed, and he hoped this House would not ap- 


propriate the public money for the local benefit of | 


particular sections, which might desire an armory. 

Mr. McCLERNAND read certain statistics to 
controvert the statement of Mr. Evans, and to 
show that, instead of there being now a surplus, 


there was a deficiency of arms in the United States. | 
Mr. Buur’s amendment to the amendment was || 


agreed to. 

The question recurred on the amendment of Mr. 
Dickey as amended. 

Mr. DUNCAN, of Ohio, moved a pro forma 
amendment to the amendment, and warmly op- 
posed all these proposed appropriations as entirely 
unnecessary. We had been told by the President 
of the United States in his recent peace message, 
that the war just terminated had given us “‘ ample 
‘** security for the future.’’ There was no neces- 
sity, then, for the further increase of expenditures 
for the manufacture of arms. We had abundance 
of them for any emergency that was likely to arise. 
In case of a war with England, it would be on the 
ocean; but in case of a difficulty which arose with 
any nation, it might be, and he hoped it would be, 


settied by fair dealing, and pursuing the path of || 
rectitude. Ife would much sooner appropriate the || 
money for the purchase and cultivation of a model | 


farm, instead of an armory at Massac, and for the 
establishment of schools and universities through- 


out the land. Instead of devoting the time, the | 


energies, and the resources of this great nation, 
for the purposes of war, it was time to apply our- 
selves to higher and nobler objects—to cultivate 
the arts of peace, to cherish and diffuse learning, 
justice, and morality, thoughout the land. 

Mr. CROZIER moved to amend the amendment 


by inserting Chattanooga, Tennessee, and briefly | 


presented the peculiar advantages of that point as 
a site for an armory, of the abundance of its min- 
erals, its central location, accessibility, &c. 

The amendment of Mr. Crozier to the amend- 
ment was lost. 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, upon a pro 
forma amendment, opposed the appropriation of 
any more money to the establishment of new arm- 
ories, and spoke of the great quantities of arms 
now on hand at various armories and arsenals; of 
immense piles of them now lying at the armor 
at Harper’s Ferry, for the preservation of which 
they had been obliged to erect new buildings. Not 
half of the arms on hand there had been drawn 
for use in the Mexican war. 
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Mr. RUMSEY said, it was not long since sev- 
eral hundred thousand dollars’ worth of arms had 
sold in New York for almost nothing. 

Mr. BROWN was satisfied that the two arm- 
ories we had were not only able to make arms 
enough for the several States and for all Govern- 
ment purposes, but for half the world. 

Mr. DICKEY controverted the statement of his 
colleague as to the quantities of arms on hand at 
the various points, and read from an official report 
on the subject. 

Some conversation took place between the two 
| gentlemen on this point. 


| Mr. BROWN concluded by referring to the | 


| large appropriations made in this bill—$53,000 for 
the armory at Harper’s Ferry and $381,000 for 


| Springfield, for the increase and improvement of || 
| facilities for the manufacture of arms, and $360,000 | 

the general appropriation for the said manutacture— | 
| and said no man in his senses could believe we need- | 


ed any heavier appropriations for these purposes. 
Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
amend the amendment by inserting Pittsburg, and 
presented the numerous advantages of that loca- 
| tion foran armory. In reference to his colleague’s 
| (Mr. Brown’s] opposition to any appropriation of 
| this character, he said the gentleman was read 
enough to vote for four or five hundred thousand 
| dollars for a dry-dock at Philadelphia, or two or 
| three hundred thousand for a breakwater in the 
Delaware, whenever the appropriations were pro- 
| posed; but he was utterly opposed at the same 
| time to any appropriation for the Northwest. 


dreds of millions of dollars which had been ex- 


pended within the last ten or fifteen years by this | 
Every single dollar appropriated | 


| 

| Government? 

for them had been vetoed the moment it reached 
_ the White House, and had been voted against by 
| his colleague, while he was very ready to appro- 
| priate for dry-docks at Philadelphia and other im- 
| provements in his own locality. 

Mr. BROWN said the gentleman was mistaken. 
He had neither voted for dry-docks at Philadel- 
| phia, nor against the improvement of the western 
waters. 


the harbor and river bill of the last session? 
Mr. BROWN. I happened not to be in Con- 
ress. 
} Mr. HAMPTON. Well, will he when the bill 
| comes up? 
Mr. BROWN. [can tell when I see the bill. 
Mr. HAMPTON. 


| 


Well, I have it in my 


| 

| nity of voting upon it soon. Will he vote for the 
|| improvement of any of the rivers of the West? 
|| Wall he vote for the Ohio river? 

|| Mr. BROWN. That would depend upon cir- 


House will be distinctly informed of my decision 
when the bill comes before us. 

Mr. HAMPTON, Oh! that is extremely conve- 
| nient; I think “ circumstances’? would prevent the 
| gentleman’s voting with us. 
|| Mr. BROWN. I have voted for harbors on the 
western lakes. 

Mr. HAMPTON. Did the gentleman vote the 
resolution condemning the President’s veto of the 
river and harbor bill? 

Mr. BROWN. I was not here. [A laugh.] 
But if 1 had been, I think it extremely probable | 

should have voted against it, as I generally do 
|| against all abstract resolutions. 
| Mr. HAMPTON. Well, the gentleman will 
| have the opportunity of voting on the practical 
1] question within the next two or three days, for it 
|| is my intention, and the intention of the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, to bring up the river and harbor 
‘| bill and pass it. 
| Mr. H. concluded by a word or two further in 
| reference to the superiority of Pittsburg as the lo- 





|| cation of a site for a national army. 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved to make 
the site near Florence, Alabama; which he sup- 
| ported in a brief speech, showing the advantage 
of that location. 

The discussion of the subject of sites and local- 
| ities was continued by Messrs. BRODHEAD, 
| FICKLIN, INGE, and COCKE, each advocating 
| the advantages of his own section of the Union. 

Mr. SAWYER inquired if it was in order to 
_ move that the committee rise and report the bill to 
| the House. 


| What had the Northwest received out of the hun- | 


Mr. HAMPTON. Did the gentleman vote for | 


drawer; and the gentleman will have the opportu- | 


cumstances. [Laughter.] My colleague and the | 





Se a 
—— 


Pree g. 5. 
| ‘The CHAIRMAN replied in the negative. _ 
| Mr. SAWYER regretted it very much, for the 

| discussions were consuming time for no practical 
|| purpose. 

|| _ Mr. MARVIN and Mr. ROMAN co 

} discussion on amendments which they 
| and which were rejected. 

| The question was then taken on Mr. 
|| amendment, and it was rejected. 

| Mr. BOWLIN offered an amendment to appro- 
|| priate $5,000 for defraying the expense of select. 


| Ing a site for a national armory on the western 
|| waters. Lost. 
| 


ntinued the 
submitted 


Dickey’s 


_ Mr. BURT offered an amendment to appropriate 

| $25,000 for the purchase of a site and building an 

arsenal of deposit, and for general construction at 

or near Atlanta, in the State of Georgia. He spoke 

pong his allotted time in support of his motion. 
ost. 

Mr. BURT moved to strike out the item of 
$20,000 for the purchase of land at Frankfort ar- 
|| senal, Pennsylvania, fora site fora manufactory of 
|| percussion caps. He said it was perfectly unne- 

cessary, a8 many percussion caps could be many- 
|| factured here in Washington as were needed, 

‘| Mr. McCLERNAND and Mr. VINTON ep. 


y || tered into explanations respecting this item; the 


|| latter gentleman in its defence. The conversation 
|| was continued by Mr. HARALSON, Mr. MAR- 
|| VIN, Mr. VINTON, and Mr. McCLERNAND, 
| Mr. EVANS, of Maryiand, said (in reply to 
|| Mr. Burr) that he did not care where these arm- 
|| ories were placed. Gentlemen might have them in 
| Louisiana, if they liked. He had no wish to keep 

them at the North. The only reason why they 
had received their present location was, that the 
mechanics were there whose skill was required in 
the manufacture of arms. They might transfer 
the armories, but the mechanics were a sort of 
|| thing not so easy to transfer. A skillful mechanic 
_ liked to remain at home, where he was known, and 
where his skill would always get him employ- 
ment. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL opposed the motion to 
| strike out. He did not care about having this 
manufactory at Frankfort, but he knew they had 
as good mechanics there as anywhere else in the 
| world. On these percussion caps—he did not pre- 
tend to know any thing about them; he had, he 
| believed, never seen one in his life, and it was very 

likely he should be very much afraid of one; but 
|| on these percussion caps much of the success of 
the gunnery of this nation depended; and, if he 
| was rightly informed, it was mainly to the superi- 
| ority of our gunnery that our victories, both at 
| sea and on land, were to be ascribed. 
|| Mr. BURT believed the caps we had now in use 
|| were as good as any that could be manufactured. 
| What complaint was made of them? 
Mr. INGERSOLL again observed, that in the 
|| last war our great superiority in gunnery had won 
| us battles on sea and land. Those who were best 
skilled in these matters had selected Frankfort as 
a suitable spot for this factory, and he presumed 
|| they had good reasons for it. : 
| Mr. BROWN, after some playful bantering of 
| his colleague on his usual mocratic zeal for 
‘| economy, moved to reduce the sum proposed in 
|| this appropriation from $20,000 to $10,000. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL made some remarks 
as to the propriety of the spot which had been 
selected, gave an account of the Frankfort armory, 

and the completeness of the entire establishment, 
| the perfection of the machinery, and the order and 
| discipline of the operatives employed there. The 
| ground, to be sure, was not as cheap there as on 
the Alleghany mountains, or in the arid sands of 
Mississippi. 

The question being put on Mr. Brown's mo- 
tion, it was negatived. ; 

Mr. HARALSON moved to strike out the entire 
item for this percussion cap manufactory. 

_ And the question being put, the vote stood—ayes 
| 81, noes 27. : 
A quorum not voting, the roll was called in 
compliance with the rule, and the committee rose 
and reported the names of the absentees, to be en- 
tered on the Journal. ; E 
A quorum having appeared, the committee re- 
| sumed its session, and the question was again pu 
on striking out the item for the purchase of lan 
at Frankfort arsenal for a site for the manufacture 
| of percussion caps, $20,000. dto. |. 
| The sasanela toma for the erection of suitable 
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